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The Fantily 
of Manta Maria 

Mama Maria, who was Anastacia's and Natalia's mother, was born 
Maria Engracia Villarreal. Mama Maria was the daughter of Isidro 
Villarreal Elizondo and Encarnacion Ramon. Natalia and Anastacia had 
memories of their (maternal) grandfather, Papa Isidro. He had a white 
beard and was up in years, but he went out to the fields with his grand
children to encourage them and give advice on working the fields. They 

Isidro and Encarnacion Ramon Villarreal, parents of the 
author's paternal grandmother, Maria Engracia Villarreal Saenz 

appreciated having his presence and showed him respect. He always 
pushed them to do more and to finish the work so there was less to do the 
next day. 
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At one time, Isidro Villarreal was the administrator of Agostadero 
Elizondefia. Viviana Elizondo inherited most of the land after her hus
band, Benito Gonzalez, died, and Isidro worked for her. At a later date, 
Isidro worked for a few years as administrator of Saturnino Vera and 
Victoriana Martinez's San Buena Ventura RanchY 

Isidro lived for a time in a small sillar house on the right-hand 
side of a road leading to the Vera's ranch. The house may have been on 
the property when Isidro bought it. The last person to live in the sillar 
home was Santiago Vera, a son of Damaso Vera and a grandson of 
Victoriana Martinez Vera, whom everyone called either Tia Chata or 
Mama Chata. No signs remain of the house today. 

By the early 1930s, only a few of the limestone blocks, or sillares, 
were still standing to mark the site of Papa Isidro's house. A hand-dug 
well was nearby, but there is no sign to mark the location now. The name 
of their ranch, Rancho La Gloria, was changed to Rios in the late 1940s to 
honor a man named Cayetano Rios, who had been a land developer in 
Nueces County in the 1890s. 

Isidro later built a wood-frame house in the middle of this land 
close to the main road that passed through the ranches. The road was 
referred to as El Camino Real, or the Royal Road, meaning the road that 
the king or his government administrators traveled. Isidro built his kitchen 
separately, or perhaps the kitchen was used first as a portal and later cov
ered with mesquite logs laid horizontally like on the jacales. Still later, the 
house was connected with boards to the kitchen, which still had a dirt 
floor. 

Ascensi6n, a daughter of Isidro and Encarnaci6n, was the young
est in the family. She was called Rosa because her cheeks were always rosy 
when she'd been in the heat or sun. As the youngest, she inherited the 
house of her parents. When Encarnaci6n, Isidro's wife, died, he went to 
live with his oldest daughter, Maria, and her family at Rancho San Andres. 
Papa Isidro was sick for a couple of weeks before he died. On the day he 
died, he lay down in bed. A grandfather clock stood near his bed. He told 
the family that at 3:00 p.m. he would pass away. That was the exact hour 
he died. Isidro left his land to his children. Before his death, he had ex-

42 Information from Mr. Saturnino Vera, a son of Pablo Vera and Paula 
Gonzalez, who heard it from his father. 
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ecuted a partition deed dated November 1, 1909. He had requested that 
the 394 acres that he had purchased from Nepomuceno Gutierrez be di
vided among his six children, giving each 65.7 acres. The date of his death 
and that of Encarnacion are unknown. 

Following the death of their parents, Isidro and Encarnacion, 
Mama Maria's sister Sara came to live with the family. Tia Sara was al
ways the one in charge of cooking or boiling the mixture of corn and 
lime, el nixtamal. 

A story handed down in the family is that as a child Tia Sara had 
once fallen into a deep well and nearly drowned. Although she survived, 
the incident left her emotionally impaired and with a physical impair
ment that made it difficult for her to speak correctly. Sara was raised at 
Rancho La Gloria with her other sisters, and supposedly that was where 
she fell into the well, called a noria de buque. 
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The ChildreJtl of Andres 
and Maria Engracia 
Villarreal Saenz 

Following is a brief review of the marriages in the family. After 
marriage the family members continued to live at home for a few years 
before moving away from the family ranch to establish places of their 
own, where they could make a living from the land as their fathers and 
grandfathers had before them. 

Praxedis, the first born, married Ydolina L6pez, the daughter of 
Pedro L6pez and Feliciana Adame, at Rancho San Jose on February 18, 
1920, an Ash Wednesday. A dance was held, and lots of cakes, chocolate, 
and other foods were served at the wedding. Anastacia especially remem
bered the bean candy dessert, dulce de frijol. After Praxedis married, a 
room was added to the north side of the house. By 1925 Praxedis had 
built his own home on a ranch close to Santa Cruz. 
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Eugenio was the second in the family to marry. He married 
Mariana Gonzalez, daughter of Manuel R. Gonzalez and Francisca 
Ramon. The wedding was on February 11, 1921, at Rancho La Gloria in 
a sillar house that still stands. Don Carlos Gonzalez and his family lived 
for many years in this house.43 When Eugenio married, a room was added 
to the south side of the house. Sadly, today the house is in ruins and 
abandoned. 

Eleuterio was the next to marry. He married Zulema Palacios, a 
daughter of Jose Palacios and Maria Salinas, on July 4, 1929, and they 
lived in the center room next to Eugenio's room. 

Guadalupe married Hipolito Saenz around 1936. Hipolito worked 
on a large farm near Petronila. The couple lived in a small house pro
vided by the farm owner. Later they moved to a house near Praxedis's 
ranch. Here Hipolito farmed his own land, at the same time working as a 
hand on the neighboring farms and selling fruit at gatherings. 

Eustorgio married Rosaura Saenz from Guardado de Arriba, 
Tamaulipas. She was the daughter of Felix Saenz and Ana Maria Olivarez. 
They married on February 18, 1933, in Guardado de Arriba and lived at 
Rancho San Andres. Eustorgio was the youngest son in the family. By 
that time, all the other married members of the family had left to live on 
their own, so he took over all the work that had to be done on the ranch, 
such as the planting and harvesting of crops. Eustorgio also performed 
one of the most important tasks-the hauling of drinking water from 
Tia Placida's Rancho de Agua Dulce. The first well drilled at Rancho San 
Andres became salty around 1919. It seems that the well-lining tube was 
ruptured, and salt water seeped through. Only the horses and cattle could 
drink the water. Eustorgio hitched a pair of mules to the wagon carrying 
the three wooden barrels, or barricas. The team drew close to the water 
cistern at Agua Dulce. With a bucket, Eustorgio filled all three barrels 
and covered them with a heavy duck canvas tied to the top. This kept the 
barrels from spilling too much water on the trip. Sometimes Eustorgio 
was lucky, and all he had to do was move close to an overflow pipe and 

4.1 The Nueces County tax rolls indicate that in 1861 Isidro's father, Cayetano Villarreal, 
owned 6,640 acres of Dionicio Elizondo's El Senor de la Carrera Grant. Cayetano Villarreal 
married Eufemia Elizondo, a daughter of Dionicio Elizondo. The dates of death of Isidro or 
his wife, Encarnacion, are not reflected in the church records of St. Francis de Paula Catholic 
Church in San Diego, which was the parish church for all these missions. 
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move the wagon a little closer each time to fill the next barrel. These 
barrels remained on the wagon at all times. 

Anastacia, the youngest daughter, married Abelino Saenz, who was 
from Guardado de Arriba. He was a brother of Rosaura. They married at 
the church in Santo Nino on May 9, 1937. The wedding ceremony took 
place at this ranch, and, like all the weddings of that time period, it lasted 
three days. They slaughtered a large cow, then barbecued the meat in a 
hole covered with tin and a fire built over it, to make a pit barbecue, or 
barbacoa de pozo. They slaughtered fourteen goats, or cabritos, and cooked 
the meat in the iron kettles, or pailas. Many neighbors came to help to 
make the tortillas, placing them in washtubs, called banos de tortillas, to 
feed all the people. There was the traditional afternoon snack, or merienda, 
with pan de poIvo, which are the modern-day wedding cookies, and a cup 
of hot chocolate. At night came the dance with the Saenz orchestra play
ing. The visitors slept in their cars Saturday night to be there for the wed
ding the next day. 

Anastacia was the last to marry, leaving Mama Maria and Flavia 
alone. Anastacia said Flavia lamented, "Now we are alone, Mama Maria y 
yo, and there is no one to drive us anymore to visit or go for rides." 

In the early 1930s, Eleuterio and Eugenio each had their own 
houses. Eugenio's was located in Rancho La Gloria across from Tia Rosa's 
house. Eustorgio bought a house from Rancho San Vicente about 1943 
and moved it to the center west end of the field at Rancho San Andres. 
There he drilled a well that provided good drinking water. Mama Maria 
then moved her home close to Eustorgio's and lived there a few years. In 
the early 1950s, Eustorgio moved his house from Rancho San Andres to 
a piece ofland across the road from Praxedis's house. He lived there about 
three years and then moved his house to Alice. 

After Eustorgio moved, Mama Maria and Flavia were left alone at 
Rancho San Andres once more. They decided to move their house close 
to Praxedis's house as Eustorgio had done. Mama Maria and Flavia lived 
here for about ten years. Flavia was the only child in the family who did 
not marry but stayed home with her mother. She was a very good cook, 
an excellent housekeeper, and a very tidy person, and she acted as hostess 
when members of the family visited her and Mama Maria. They took 
care of each other and missed each other when one went to visit or stay 
with relatives for a few days. 
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Mama Maria died on July 20, 1961, leaving Flavia alone. A couple 
of years later, Flavia's house was moved to San Diego, so she could be 
close to her sister Natalia and medical help in case of sickness. 

Here the stories of Rancho San Jose and Ranch El Fresnillo end. 
The history of my mother and father's families is one of families living a 
pastoral life of beauty and surviving the obstacles of life with love, car
ing, and unity. They left an example of family life and values that will be 
hard for future generations to emulate. 

Funeral of Evangeline Lopez, young daughter of Natalia Saenz and Daniel Lopez, 1930, 
at Santo Nino Cemetery near Rancho El Fresnillo. 
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Editor Andres Tijerina, Natalia Saenz Lopez, and author Andres Saenz 
on the Exhibit Floor of the Institute of Texan Cultures in 1998-behind them is the jacal 

which was constructed from the descriptions given in Mr. Saenz's manuscript. 
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Who's Who 
in the 

Maternal Fa:rnily: 
San Jose 

Jose Al1.tonio Lopez 
Founder of Rancho San Jose; baptized June 14, 1830; married Maria de los 
Santos Gonzalez August 17, 1853; father of seven children; died December 24, 
1903; maternal great-grandfather of author Andres Saenz. 

Maria de los Santos Gonzalez 
Wife of Antonio; founder of Rancho San Jose; baptized June 17,1832; mother of 
seven children; died 1878- 1884; maternal great-grandmother of author Andres 
Saenz. 

Jose Miguel Lopez 
Father of Antonio; maternal great-great-grandfather of author Andres Saenz. 

Maria Marina Sanchez y Fuentes 
Wife ofJose Miguel L6pez; mother of Antonio; maternal great-great
grandmother of author Andres Saenz. 

Francisco Lopez 
Oldest natural son of Maria and Antonio; brother of Pedro; married Petra Vela 
Garda in 1875; maternal great-uncle of author Andres Saenz. 

Chico Reyna 
Cousin of Antonio living in Mexico. 

Margarito Lopez 
Son of Maria and Antonio; younger brother of Francisco and Pedro; married 
Juana Garda May 23, 1888. 

Rodolfo Lopez 
Grandson of Margarito; great -grandson of Antonio. 

Rosendo Lopez 
Son of Petra and Francisco L6pez; married Lucia and had son, Alejo L6pez. 
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Pedro Lopez Sr. 
Son of Maria and Antonio born October 21, 1860; married Feliciana Adame 
August 31, 1878; father of 12 children including Ydolina, mother 
of author Andres Saenz; died June 1,1929; maternal grandfather of author 
Andres Saenz. 

Eduardo Lopez 
Son of Feliciana and Pedro born February 10,1898; married Maria Lopez. 

Ponciano Adan'le 
Feliciana's brother; brother-in-law of Pedro; married Crisanta Lizano. 

Gregoria Lopez 
Daughter of Maria and Antonio; married May 6, 1881, to Dionicio Saenz. 

Maria Lopez 
Daughter of Maria and Antonio; married April 15, 1895, to Eusebio Garcia. 

Josefina Garcia 
Daughter of Maria and Eusebio Garcia; married Juan Sandoval. 

,Jose Moreno 
Foster son of Antonio and Dominga Pena, Antonio's second wife. 

,Jesus Lopez 
Adopted son of Maria and Antonio; married Gavina Garcia in 1873. 

Fern'lan Lopez 
Son of Maria and Antonio; brother of Pedro; married December 15, 1880, to 
Adelaida Gutierrez. 

Juanita Lopez Adan'le 
Wife of Reyes Adame; mother of Feliciana Adame; mother-in-law of Pedro. 

DOn'linga Pel"la 
Second wife of Antonio Lopez; married December 8,1886; died May 18, 1922. 

Cleofas and Victoriana Lopez 
Close neighbors of Antonio and Dominga at Rancho San Jose. 

Jose Manuel Lopez 
Son of Maria and Jose Miguel Lopez; brother of Antonio; married Maria Teresa 
Garcia December 9,1868. 
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Maria Magdalena Lopez 
Daughter of Maria and Jose Miguel Lopez born July 25, 1849; sister of Antonio. 

Maria Casin'lira Lopez 
Daughter of Maria and Jose Miguel Lopez; sister of Antonio. 

Reynaldo Lopez 
Great-grandson of Antonio; grandson of Margarito. 

Mauricio Lopez 
Son of Jesus Lopez (adopted son of Maria and Antonio). 

San'luel Lopez 
Son of Mauricio Lopez; grandson of Maria and Antonio. 

Gun'lecinda Lopez 
Daughter of Francisco Lopez; granddaughter of Maria and Antonio. 

Alejo Lopez 
Son of Lucia and Rosendo Lopez; great-grandson of Maria and Antonio. 

Can'lilo Palacios 
Neighbor of Antonio who later lived at Rancho La Bandera. 

Ydolina Lopez Saenz 
Daughter of Feliciana and Pedro born December 2, 1895; married Praxedis 
Saenz February 18, 1920; died April 7, 1987; mother of author Andres Saenz. 

Reyes Adan'le 
Father of Feliciana Adame born Jan. 6, 1825; father-in-law of Pedro; died 
March 6, 1911; maternal grandfather ofYdolina Lopez Saenz. 

Raul L. Valadez 
Son of Braulia Lopez and Daniel Valadez; Feliciana and Pedro raised him after 
their daughter Braulia's death; inherited Feliciana's new house in 1952 . 

JOSe Antonio Gonzalez 
Owner of the La Huerta Land Grant. 

Jose Maldonado (Josesito) and Dona Chavela 
Lived in Dominga and Antonio's house in the 1930s . 

TOnlas Juan Benavides Jr. 
Son of Teresa Lopez and Tomas Juan Benavides Sr; great-grandson of Feliciana 
and Pedro. 

137 



i 
'I 

Antonio Hinojosa Perez 
Oldest son of Luciano Hinojosa and Apolonia Perez; came to South Texas in 
1850 when 15 years old; founded the Hinojosa Ranch. 

Dionicio Elizondo 
Owner of the EI Senor de la Carrera Land Grant in 1835. 

Rufino Vela 
Had property near Margarito Lopez. 

Florentino Lopez 
Son of Feliciana and Pedro born February 8, 1900; married Petra Garcia. 

Santos Lopez 
Oldest daughter of Feliciana and Pedro born August 13, 1879; married 
Encarnacion Pena. 

Juanita Lopez 
Second of twelve children of Feliciana and Pedro born May 16, 1881; married 
Carlos Benavides. 

Braulia Lopez 
Third of twelve children of Feliciana and Pedro born May 23, 1883; married 
Daniel Valadez. 

Victoria Lopez 
Fourth of twelve children of Feliciana and Pedro born March 6, 1885; married 
Silverio Valadez. 

Pedro Lopez Jr. 
Son of Feliciana and Pedro; married Jesusa Valadez. 

Natalia Saenz Lopez 
Daughter of Maria Engracia Villarreal and Andres Saenz born 1908; sister of 
Praxedis; married Daniel Lopez August 27, 1927; aunt of author Andres Saenz. 

Carlos Benavides 
Married Juanita Lopez (daughter of Feliciana and Pedro). 

Reyes Lopez 
Daughter of Juanita and Carlos Benavides; was adopted by grandparents 
Feliciana and Pedro when parents died. 

Leopoldo Lopez 
Son ofJesusa and Pedro Jr.; grandson of Pedro Lopez Sr. 
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Carlota Lopez 
Daughter of Feliciana and Pedro; married Mateo Valadez; lived in Feliciana and 
Pedro's last house in the 1940s. 

Jose Maria Lopez 
Seventh of twelve children of Feliciana and Pedro born July 4, 1893; married 
Juanita Oliveira. 

Jose Manuel Lopez 
Son of Jose Miguel Lopez; brother of Antonio. 

Feliciana Adal'l1.e 
Daughter of Juanita and Reyes Adame born July 9, 1863; married Pedro L6pez 
August 31, 1878; mother of twelve children; known as Mama Chana by grand
children; died May 9,1952. 

Andres Saenz 
Son ofYdolina L6pez and Praxedis Saenz born Aug. 9, 1927; married Jovita 
Trevino; Pedro L6pez is maternal grandfather; Antonio Lopez is maternal great
grandfather; Jose Miguel Lopez is maternal great-great-grandfather. 

Natalia Saenz 
Daughter of Maria Engracia Villarreal and Andres Saenz born 1908; sister of 
Praxedis; married Daniel Lopez August 27, 1927; aunt of author Andres Saenz. 

Anastacia Saenz 
Daughter of Maria Engracia Villarreal and Andres Saenz born 1910; sister of 
Praxedis; married Abelino Saenz May 9, 1937; aunt of author Andres Saenz. 

Andres Saenz, "Papa Andres" 
Son of Andrea Bravo and Eleuterio Saenz born September 19, 1868; father of 
Praxedis; married Maria Engracia Villarreal February 28,1891; died July 4,1913; 
grandfather of author Andres Saenz. 

Maria Engracia Villarreal, "Marna Maria" 
Oldest daughter of Isidro Villarreal Elizondo and Encarnacion Ramon born 
April 16, 1871; married Andres Saenz February 28,1891; mother ofPraxedis; 
died July 20, 1961; grandmother of author Andres Saenz. 
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Who's Who 
in t:he 

Pat:ernal Falnily: 
El Fresnillo 

Zulell1.a Palacios 
Married Praxedis's brother Eleuterio Saenz. 

Rosaura Saenz 
Married Praxedis's brother Eustorgio Saenz February 18, 1933. 

Eleuterio Saenz 
Grandfather of Praxedis, Natalia, and Anastacia; born c. 1840; married Andrea 
Bravo January 29,1862; died June 19, 1908; paternal great-grandfather of 
author Andres Saenz. 

Andrea Bravo 
Born 1846; married Eleuterio Saenz January 29,1862; daughter of Leonardo 
Bravo and Josefa Vela; died October 13, 1917; paternal great -grandmother of 
author Andres Saenz. 

Jose Manuel Saenz Aldape 
Father of Eleuterio Saenz born c. 1795; married Rita Sanchez October 30,1816; 
second marriage to Marfa de San Juan Martinez; third marriage to Marfa 
Villarreal; died March 18, 1855; father of Eleuterio; paternal great-great
grandfather of author Andres Saenz. 

Maria de San ~Juan Martinez 
Second wife of Jose Manuel Saenz Aldape; daughter of Esteban Martinez and 
Francisca Arevalo; mother of Eleuterio Saenz; paternal great-great-grandmother 
of author Andres Saenz. 

Esteban Martinez 
Father of Maria de San Juan Martinez; grandfather of Eleuterio Saenz; 
married Francisca Arevalo; paternal great-great-great grandfather of author 
Andres Saenz. 
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Francisca Arevalo 
Married Esteban Martinez; grandmother of Eleuterio Saenz; paternal 
great-great-great grandmother of author Andres Saenz. 

Leonardo Bravo 
Father of Andrea Bravo; married Josefa Vela. 

Josefa Vela 
Mother of Andrea Bravo; married Leonardo Bravo. 

Agapito Saenz 
Older brother of Eleuterio born c. 1836; married Agustina Martinez. 

Marla Villarreal 
Third wife of Jose Manuel Saenz Aldape. 

Cecilio Saenz 
Younger brother of Eleuterio and Agapito. 

Policarpio Saenz 
Son of Jose Manuel Saenz Aldape and first wife, Rita Sanchez; born in 1823; 
half-brother of Eleuterio; twin brother of Maria del Refugio; married Paula Leal. 

Paula Leal 
Married Policarpio Saenz. 

Marla del Refugio Saenz 
Daughter ofJose Manuel Saenz Aldape and his first wife, Rita Sanchez; born in 
1823; twin of Policarpio Saenz; half-sister of Eleuterio. 

Antonio Marla Palacios 
Married Maria del Refugio May 3, 1839. 

Rita Sanchez 
First wife of Jose Manuel Saenz Aldape; married October 30,1816. 

JOSe Encarnacion Sanchez 
Father of Rita Sanchez, first wife of Jose Manuel Saenz Aldape; married Maria 
Tecla Serna. . 

Agustil'1a Martinez 
Married Agapito Saenz, older brother of Eleuterio; daughter of Jose Maria 
Martinez and Maria Julia Gonzalez. 
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Victor Gonzalez 
Played violin with the Saenz family. 

Benigno Saenz 
Son of Eleuterio and Andrea Bravo; brother of Andres Saenz; married Brigida 
Vera; great-uncle of author Andres Saenz. 

Placida Saenz 
Daughter of Eleuterio Saenz and Andrea Bravo; first husband, Zacarias 
Hinojosa; second husband, Leandro Martinez. 

Josefa Sael'1.z 
Daughter of Eleuterio Saenz and Andrea Bravo born March 1879; married Jose 
Barrera; died July 18, 1958. 

Benigna Saenz 
Daughter of Eleuterio Saenz and Andrea Bravo; married Vicente Gonzalez. 

An'l.ado Saenz 
Youngest son of Eleuterio Saenz and Andrea Bravo born September 1882; 
married Juanita Valadez. 

Anastacio Saenz 
Son of Eleuterio and Andrea Saenz born March 1877; brother of Andres Saenz; 
married Petra Valadez; uncle of author Andres Saenz. 

Felix and Leonardita Valadez 
Friends of "Papa Andres" and "Mama Maria." 

Praxedis Saenz 
Oldest son of Andres Saenz and Maria Engracia Villarreal born July 21, 1892; 
married Ydolina L6pez February 18,1920; father of author Andres Saenz; died 
February 10, 1976. 

Eugenio Saenz 
Son of Andres Saenz and Maria Engracia Villarreal born November 1893; 
married Mariana Gonzalez February 11, 1921; uncle of author Andres Saenz. 

Eleuterio Saenz 
Son of Andres Saenz and Maria Engracia Villarreal born September 1895; 
married Zulema Palacios July 4, 1929; uncle of author Andres Saenz. 
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Eustorgio Saenz 
Son of Andres Saenz and Maria Engracia Villarreal; married Rosaura Saenz 
February 18, 1933; uncle of author Andres Saenz. 

Andres Saenz Jr., "AI'ldrecito" 
Youngest son of Andres Saenz and Maria Engracia Villarreal born 1912; died 
March 14,1914. 

Guadalupe Saenz 
Daughter of Andres Saenz and Maria Engracia Villarreal born October 1897; 
married Hipolito Saenz in 1936. 

Flavia Saenz 
Daughter of Andres Saenz and Maria Engracia Villarreal. 

Florencia Saenz 
Daughter of Andres Saenz and Maria Engracia Villarreal. 

TOluas Saenz 
Son of Anastacio Saenz and Petra Valadez. 

AnacIeto Saenz 
Son of Eleuterio and Andrea Bravo; brother of Andres Saenz Sr.; married Maria 
Palacios Benavides. 

Jose Barrera 
Married Josefa Saenz; brother-in-law of Andres Saenz Sr.; died 1922. 

Ydolina Lopez 
Daughter of Feliciana and Pedro Lopez Sr. born December 2,1895; 
married Praxedis Saenz February 18, 1920; died April 7, 1987; mother of 
author Andres Saenz. 

Isidro Villarreal Elizondo 
Born May 1840, married Encarnacion Ramon; father of Maria Engracia 
Villarreal; great-grandfather of author Andres Saenz. 

Ascension Villarreal 
Daughter of Encarnaci6n Ramon and Isidro Villarreal Elizondo; sister of 
Maria Engracia Villarreal. 

Encarnacion RalTIon 
Born 1848; married Isidro Villarreal Elizondo; mother of Maria Engracia 
Villarreal, "Mama Maria"; great-grandmother of author Andres Saenz. 
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t of Glen and Rosemary 

agave 

agarita 

albacar 
alba nil 
alabanza 
aimuerzo 
animo 
arClna 
arroba de manteca gringa 
arroyo 
azad6n de ojo 
atadera 
atole 
bajo sexto 
banos de tortillas 
barbacoa de polO 
barrica 
bogue 
bordo de tierra 
burra 
cabrito 
cajeta 
cal 
calabaza 
caldillo 
caliche 
calzoncillos largos 
campesmo 
canci6n ranchera 
canoa 
canto 

Glossary 

plant from which a fermented drink and candy is 
made; locally called maguey 
algerita or barberry in English, used to dye cloth 
yellow, berries used to make a tart jelly 
sweet basil 
mason or bricklayer 
hymn of praise 
mid-morning snack 
encouragement, courage, spirit 
haystack 
can of lard 
stream bed 
heavy-handled hoe 
garter 
thickened drink made with cornmeal and chocolate 
bass 
tubs filled with tortillas 
pit barbecue 
wooden barrel 
horse-drawn buggy 
ridge of dirt 
donkey 
goat 
caramel 
lime 
squash 
soup 
soil with flakes of lime 
long johns 
peasant knowledgeable about living in the open range 
country song 
water trough 
song 
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carbunclo 

carino 
carne guisada 
carne seca 
carretela 
carrillo 
casa de piedra 
casa de sillares 
casilla 
cazo 
champurrado 

chancaquilla 
chaparro prieto 
chapil 
charro 

chicharr6n de carne 
chicharr6n de cuero 
chicle 
China poblana 

chorizo 
ciempies 
cochera 
colilla de los zapatos 
coma 
comal 
compadre 
conseJo 
contra veneno 
corral de lena 
corrido 
cortar 
cub 0 

curandera 
dar serenata 
derramadero 
desahije 
desenraiz 
desgranadora de maiz 

carbuncle, malign tumor or pustule with a hard 
black center 
love or affection 
cowboy stew 
dried jerky meat 
wagon or buckboard 
pulley 
stone house 
house of limestone blocks 
voting place 
kettle 
a drink made of cocoa, cornmeal, sugar, 
water, and milk 
edible root of the barrel cactus (viznaga) 
kind of oak tree used to dye cloth a dark purple 
corncrib 
Mexican horseman whose traditional outfit 
is highly decorated with silver 
bite-sized pieces of fried meat and fat 
crackling 
gum 
regional dress from Puebla, Mexico, which 
includes a full, sequined skirt and colorful 
embroidered top 
spicy pork sausage 
centipede 
tool shed 
the tongue of a shoe 
tree whose berries produce a gumlike substance 
large griddle plate used to cook tortillas 
friend 
advice 
antidote used to neutralize poison 
mesquite log corral 
ballad 
to cut 
bucket 
traditional healer who uses prayer and herbs 
to give a serenade 
spillway 
thinning out a crop with hoes 
a process used to clear land 
corn sheller 
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despaje 
diente de ajo 
dia de San Juan 
doctrina 
don, dona 
dulce de calavaza 
dulce de frijol 
ejotes 
elotes 
empacho 
espanto 
estearico en el est6mago 
estafiate 
estero 
felpa 
feria 
festejo 
fideo 
fonda 
fresnillo 
ganado menor 
ganado mayor 
garrocha 
gato tigerio 
gente 
granado 
grano carbunco 
guajin 
hacendado 
hacha 
hermano y hermana 
himnos 
infamia 
jab6n del borrego 
jacal 
jacal de lena 

JamaIca 
la manita 
la raya 
la voz del cielo 
lama 

weeding between plants 
clove of garlic 

June 24, celebrated as the day of St. John the Baptist 
doctrine 
title of respect (masculine, feminine) 
pumpkin candy 
bean candy 
green beans 
fresh corn on the cob 
stomachache, indigestion 
"fright," a folk disease 
acid in the stomach 
wormseed, an herb used for colic 
estuary, body of water fed by a river 
flannel 
county fair 
a celebration or a feast 
vermicelli noodles 
food booth at a fair 
ash tree, land scraper 
minor livestock: sheep, goats, and pigs 
major livestock: cattle and horses 
decorated stick used to prod oxen 
bobcat 
people 
pomegranate tree 
sore with a hard black center 
mule-drawn wagon 
large landowner 
ax 
brother and sister 
hymns 
disgrace 
soap similar to crystal white soap 
hut or shack 
hut built of locally available materials such as 
mesquite branches; often with thatched roof 
church bazaar 
a game played at county fairs 
finishline 
voice from heaven 
yellow foam on water surface 
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himpara de aros 
las Posadas 

los cordones 
loteria 
luna maciza 
macho 
madreselva 
majada 
mandamiento 
mamoso 
mano]o 
manteca 0 cebo 
maquina de golpe 

marsusuelo 

masa 
mazorca de maiz 
melon 
merienda 
mesclia 
moca 
molino 
mollera caida 

mona 
mula 
nata 
nixtamal 
nopaleras 
nopalitos 
noria de buque 
Olas 

0]0 

oUa 
oraclOnes 
padrino 
padrino de bautizmo 
paila 
pala 
pan de maiz 
pan de campo 

lantern 
a religious celebration reenacting Mary and Joseph's 
arrival in Bethlehem 
a game played at county fairs 
bingo 
full moon 
male mule 
honeysuckle 
natural corral made of cactus, mesquite logs 
commandment 
crafty 
bundle of cornstalks 
tallow 
a drilling machine which uses a pounding motion 
to drill a well 
hydrocephalus, a birth defect in which the cranium 
does not fuse, causing swelling of the brain 
dough 
corncob 
cantaloupe 
mid-afternoon snack 
denim 
tin cup 
hand grinding-mill 
an illness in which the soft spot of a baby's head is 
said to sink in, causing listlessness and even death 
standing bundle of cornstalks 
mule 
cream 
corn which has been softened by soaking in lime 
cactus patch 
prickly pear cactus 
water well with bucket 
cornhusks 
a folk disease sometimes called the "evil eye" 
black cast iron pot used for cooking 
prayers 
sponsor 
baptismal sponsor or godfather 
black kettle or frying pan 
shovel 
cornbread 
a bread made outdoors of either flour or cornmeal 
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pan de polvo 
pan dulce 
pan flojo 
panochita 

parrilla 
penca 
peon 
picadillo 
pinole 
pilon de mesquite 
pita 
pitahaya 
platica 
platinos 
plaza 
portal 
presa 
puesto 
pulque 
quelite 
raspa 
rastrojo 
real 
receta 
respeto 
romero 
ruda 
sacramento 
salvia 

sangria 
sarso 
Slerpe 
susto 
talache 
tamales de elote 
tarima 
tejer en gancho 
temporada de la trasquila 
tenasa 

tendajito 

leavened bread 
pastry, sweet breads 
similar to pan de campo (see previous page) 
cookie made of cornmeal, sugar, lard, and 
cinnamon tea 
grill used to cook meat 
prickly leaf of the maguey plant 
farm laborer 
ground meat or hash 
toasted cornmeal 
mesquite pylon on which a house is built 
South Texas yucca 
red berry from the viznaga plant 
conversation 
literally platinum, also means drums 
market or town square 
structure which provides shade, rain protection 
earthen dam 
booth at a fair 
fermented liquid made from cooked maguey 
wild plant used to feed hogs 
snow cone 
dried cornstalk 
monetary bit worth 12.5 cents in 1910 
prescription 
respect 
rosemary 
rue; bitter leaves used in medicine 
sacrament 
sage; plant used to make a medicinal tea for babies 
and nursing women 
bloodletting 
short wire lines on which to hang meat to dry 
serpent or large snake 
a folk disease related to fright 
digging and grubbing tool 
tamales made with fresh corn 
a bunk or platform 
crochet 
sheep shearing season 
tree with straight, lightweight limbs used for roofing 
and to make jacal doors 
small store 
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tia y tio 
tierra de agostadero 
tijeras tacincas 
tinaja 
tipichil 
tocayo 
toronjil 
tortilla de maiz 
tren de carretas 
tripas 
turcos 

valses 
venero 
vereda 
vigas 
viznaga 
yerba buena 
yugo 

aunt and uncle 
pasture land 
shearing scissors 
round hole dug beside a creek to divert or collect water 
pebble, sand, and lime mixture used for roofing 
namesake 
lemon balm plant; leaves used to make tea 
corn tortilla 
cart train 
intestines used as sausage casing 
pastry made with a filling of ground pork meat, 
raisins, and nuts 
waltzes 
water vein, spring 
track used to train horses 
lumber beams 
barrel cactus 
mint 
yoke placed around the neck of an ox 
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