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The Future of Our Past Is In Your Hands
According to Webster's New World Dictionary, a "sample is a
part or piece taken or shown as representative of a whole group,"
and "a sampler is one who takes and appraises samples."

My sincere hope is that all who partake of the samples in this
book will become true samplers and that you will add your own
knowledge to the stories of the Valley in order that they will not
be forgotten by our children and grandchildren. I hope that this
account will serve the real purpose of stimulating an interest in
learning more of the rich heritage, the traditions and the colorful
history of the Rio Grande Valley.
Margaret Me Allen
(Mrs. Argyle A. McAllen)
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The Rio Grande Valley consists of the lands along the
north banks of the river in Starr, Hidalgo, Cameron and
Willacy counties. Although it has become known as the
Magic Valley, it was many years before it achieved this
name. This area is not a true valley but a delta formed
when the Rio Grande was truly a mighty river and
overflowed its banks several times a year, leaving rich
alluvial soil.
The King of Spain and his ministers became alarmed at
the encroachment of the French, through Lousiana, into
the Spanish lands of Texas. In order to protect the missions
and small settlements that had already been established,
the Spanish Government planned to colonize the land called Seno Mexicano. It was also desirable to civilize and
Christianize the wandering tribes of Indians.
Colonel Jose de Escandon was commissioned to undertake this tremendous project because of his success in
assisting the Spanish citizens and the Indians of Queretaro.
He was a very popular person and was well-known for his
fairness and kindness; therefore it was felt that prominent
and sturdy citizens would follow his lead. From
Queretaro, in 1748, he led 2,515 colonists with 755
soldiers to Nuevo Santander as the area was now called.
In 1749, Escandon, with his colonists, began to establish
numerous villages along the Rio Grande, which was also
called Rio Bravo or Rio de las Palmas.
When first occupied by the Spanish in approximately
1749, the settlements were all established on the south
bank of the river, with the area north of it being divided
into great land grants for the raising of livestock. This was
the most important occupation of the colonists for many
years and is still of great importance in all of the four
Valley counties.

When the Spanish colonists arrived in northern Mexico
and south Texas, they found numerous groups of Indians
living in the area and speaking different dialects. The
Spaniards could not always understand or use the native
names of the various groups, so they often gave them different names that were rather descriptive to them. Some
names that were given to their settlements were the Carrizos, the Tejones and Como Se Llaman, and these names
have survived to the present time. Many of the Indians
were friendly and moved to the Spanish settlements or
visited there. Most of the Indian groups or tribes subsisted
by hunting, fishing and gathering wild plant foods. Along
the river were forests of trees, shrubs, vines and groves of
palm trees, but farther away were dense thickets of thorny
brush.
On September 16, 1810, the priest Miguel Hidalgo y
Costilla, since called "The Father of Mexican Independence," headed an uprising against the Spanish
government. After the execution of Padre Hidalgo, many
leaders came forward and continued the long war against
Spain, which was successful in freeing Mexico and Texas
from the oppressive Spanish rule.
After Mexico attained her independence in 1821, the
Province of Nuevo Santander extended north of the Rio
Grande to the Nueces River. This territory was now
known as both Texas and Coahuila and was a part of Mexico. The American colonists settled there would not submit to the oppression by Mexico and revolted in 1832. In
1836, the Texans achieved their freedom with the wellknown battles of the Alamo and San Jacinto, but the Mexican government still claimed the territory between the
Nueces and the Rio Grande Rivers.
When Texas effected her annexation in 1845 into the
United States, Mexico repudiated the act, and the
Mexican-American War soon followed in 1846 with the

battles of Palo Alto, Ft. Brown and several others in the interior of Mexico. A commission negotiated for peace, and
the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, on July 4, 1848,
recognized the Rio Grande as the boundary line between
the United States and Mexico. In 1851, Teresa Griffin
Viele, whose husband was stationed at Fort Ringgold,
wrote that "there never was a country more unfitted by
nature to be the home of civilized man than this region of
the lower Rio Grande in Texas! It seems to hate civilization. It seems only to be intended as a home for desperate
men, escaped refugees from the law." After Texas gained
independence from Mexico, the area between the Rio
Grande and the Nueces River was considered part of San
Patricio County and was often referred to as the "Wild
Horse Desert." In 1846, the Texas Legislature passed a
special act providing for the organization of one large
county to be known as "Nueces," lying between the
Nueces and Rio Grande rivers, leaving a small portion to
be known as San Patricio County. Webb, Starr and
Cameron Counties were formed from Nueces County in
1848. Later, from Cameron and Starr Counties, Hidalgo
and Willacy Counties were created.

CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY OF THE VALLEY
The late Judge Harbert Davenport, leading attorney of
Brownsville and dedicated historian, compiled this history
of the Rio Grande Valley to the best of his knowledge. If
there are errors, they were made by the author, Judge
Davenport. It was published in the Mercedes News Tribune
on September 17, 1937, Vol. 24, No. 37.
1519, Discovery by Pineda
Alonso de Pineda, under orders of Francisco de Garay,
Governor of Jamaica, ran the northern coast of the Gulf of
Mexico, and discovered the mouth of the Rio Grande,
which is called "Rio de los Pescadores" on Pineda's map.
(Quarterly, Texas State Historical Association, III, p.
119-183; Historia de Tarnaulipas, Alejandro Prieto, pp.
39-40.)
1523, Attempted Settlement by Garay
Francisco de Garay, on the basis of Pineda's discovery,
obtained a royal commission as Adelantado or Official Explorer and Governor of the region between the Panuco
river and Florida, calling it Amichel. He attempted a settlement on the Rio de las Palmas (now called the Soto la
Marina) "near which passes the Tropic of Cancer. From
the Rio de las Palmas to the Rio
Panuco there are more than 30
leagues". This settlement was soon
broken up by Cortes.
1528, Expedition of Narvaez
Panfilo de Narvaez, having obtained
a commission as Adelantado and
Governor of Garay's former grant,
under the new name of La Florida,
entered upon it at Tampa Bay, Florida,

where, having become separated from his ships and having found no land in which he could sustain himself, he
built five rude boats, and tried to make his way along the
coast to the Spanish settlements on Rio Panuco. The boats
were all lost on the Texas Coast in November 1528, and
he and all but four of his men either died or were killed by
Indians.
1535, First Europeans in Rio Grande Valley
The four survivors of the expedition of Panfilo de Narvaez—Alvar Cabeza de Vaca, Andres Dorantes de Carranza, Alonso del Castillo Maldonado, and the negro
Estebanico, servant of Dorantes—in attempting to make
their way by land to the settlements on Rio Panuco, spent
the winter of 1535-36 in the thorny woods north of the
Rio Grande in the region, probably between modern
Lyford and Edinburg.

1542, DeSoto's Men
Luis de Moscoso, after the death of Hernando de Soto,
succeeded to the command of DeSoto's men, built brigantines on the Mississippi, descended that river to its mouth,
and coasted thence in 52 days to the Spanish settlements
at Panuco, where they arrived on September 10, 1543. En
route they landed on what is now Padre Island, and obtained fresh water by digging in the sand.
1544-1558
Several Spanish expeditions passed the Rio
Grande at or near its mouth.
1583
Luis de Carbjal founded a colony at the "mines
of San Gregorio" (now Cerralvo) which was in the next
century the most important outpost on the northwestern
frontier of New Spain. Cerralvo is about 40 miles from the
Rio Grande above Mier.

1590
Carbajal founded Almaden on the present site of
Monclova.
1596
Monterrey was founded
Carabajal's station of San Luis.

on the

site of

1685
LaSalle's expedition visited Padre Island, but
returned northward and attempted to found a settlement
on Matagorda Bay.
1686, Alonso de Leon on Lower Rio Grande
Alonso de Leon, Governor of Nuevo Leon, under
orders of the Viceroy to explore the Gulf coast at the
mouth of the Rio Bravo, led an expedition from Monterrey and Cadereyta, down the valley of the San Juan Rio to
the Rio Bravo, then along the right margin of the big river,
to its mouth. He did not cross the Rio Grande, but explored the coast southward, "more than eight leagues
toward the Rio de las Palmas," finding wrecks of several
ships. De Leon's expedition left Cadereyta, June 27, 1686,
and returned there July 27 of the same year.
1687
The Viceroy was dissatisfied with DeLeon's efforts to locate the French settlement as no exploration had
been made north of the Rio Bravo. DeLeon, in 1687,
returned to the mouth of the Rio Bravo, crossed that river,
and made his way northward to the Rio Salado (Arroyo
Colorado) and there, deeming the country incapable of
supporting a settlement, he turned back.
1689
DeLeon's expedition of 1689, which resulted
in the discovery of the ruins of Lasalle's settlement, crossed the Rio Grande at about the present site of Laredo.

ESCANDON MAKES FIRST
AUTHORIZED SETTLEMENT
1689-1748, Jose de Escandon
The Spaniards at Cerralvo established temporary settlements on and near the Rio Grande in the neighborhood
of what is now Mier. There was also some exploration
north of the Lower Rio Grande, during the first Spanish
occupation of Eastern Texas, 1690-1693, but after the reoccupation of the Texas region and the founding of San
Antonio, after 1715, the usual route was via Presidio Rio
Grande (below modern Eagle Pass). There was no
authorized settlement or official exploration of the lower
Rio Grande until Jose de Escandon made a thorough
survey of this region, preparatory to founding settlements, 1747-1748.
1749, Founding of Escandon's Settlement
Early in 1749, Escandon officially founded the Spanish
colony of Nuevo Santander. His plan was to occupy, with
armed colonists and settlers, the entire coastal plain region
from Rio San Antonio on the north to Rio Panuco on the
south. The settlements actually made on the lower Rio
Grande were:
1. The Villa, or town of Camargo, was founded March
5, 1749, with the mission of San Agustin de Laredo nearby. This settlement consisted of 85 families and a total of
402 persons. The garrison of the Presidio of Cerralvo consisted of a total of 129 persons, a captain, sergeant, 11
soldiers and their families, all of whom were removed
bodily to the new town of Camargo.
2. The Villa, or town of Reynosa, founded March 14,
1749, with the Mission of San Joaquin del Monte nearby.
The original settlers consisted of 50 families, with a total
of 231 persons, in addition to 41 people, a captain, a

sergeant, nine soldiers and their families, or 279 in all.
3. The Villa, or town of Revilla (now Guerrero) founded October 10, 1750, with 73 families and a total of 336
persons with the mission of Ampuero nearby.
4. The pobladon or settlement of Dolores, founded
August 22, 1750, with thirteen families and a total of 50
persons.
5. The lugar, or place, of Mier, founded March 26,1753,
with 27 families, comprising 166 'former residents of
Camargo, who sought a new establishment, seemingly to
escape the preponderance of wealth and influence of Bias
Maria de la Garza Falcon, captain, founder and most important citizen of Camargo.
6.The Villa, or town of Laredo, founded in May 1755,
with 11 families comprising 85 persons.
Of these settlements, only Dolores and Laredo were on
the left bank of the Rio Grande. The original site of
Reynosa was 20 to 25 miles west of the present location of
the town.
PRIVATE LAND GRANTS
AWARDED FIRST SETTLERS
1755-1771 Visita General
This period saw the development of river settlements.
Royal inspections took place in 1757 and 1767. An inspection in later years was accompanied by awards of private
land grants to the first settlers as promised by Escandon in
1748.
1771-1810, Open Range Livestock Industry
Open range livestock grew into an important business,
accompanied by the general prosperity of river settlements and the steady occupation of lands on the Rio

Grande below the porciones granted to the Reynosa settlers in 1767. Lower river lands were acquired about
equally by residents of Reynosa and Camargo. Other
residents of these towns, and of Revilla, acquired grants
near watering places in the sands along the Nueces river
and on the shores of Laguna Madre and Corpus Christi
bay. Reynosa was destroyed by a great flood in the Rio
Grande in 1803 and was removed and rebuilt on its present site.
1810-1823, Mexican Revolutions against Spain.
The period of Mexican revolutions against Spain
resulted in the first serious Indian troubles for the Lower
Rio Grande settlements. Palafox, the last of the river
towns, founded midway between Laredo and Presidio Rio
Grande in 1810, was destroyed by the great invasion of
Comanches in 1818. Many thousand head of livestock
were driven from lower river settlements in the same
year. Jose Goseascochea, Escandon's successor as Captain
General of Nuevo Santander, and the most important person on the Lower Rio Grande, was slain in the Delgado
massacre at San Antonio in 1813. He was succeeded by
Captain Enrique Villarreal.
1823-1846, Period of Commercial Development
In 1823, Congregacion del Refugio (now Matamoros)
increased in importance by the arrival of many of the
Palafox settlers after their town was destroyed. It was
opened to schooner navigation by Martin de Leon and
Ramon Lafon, and its commerce grew so rapidly that
Refugio was incorporated as the Villa or town of
Matamoros in 1826, and as a city in 1836. Prior to 1836,
Matamoros had become the commercial entrepot of Northern Mexico and had a large local business with the
Tamaulipas ranches north of the Rio Grande, which
9

increased in volume and importance with the establishment of the Irish colonies at San Patricio and Refugio in
1829-1835. Nearly all of these ranches were destroyed
and abandoned, however, as a result of the disturbances
growing out of the Texas Revolution in 1836. Most of the
business of Matamoros was in the hands of American,
French, Spanish, German and Irish merchants. Henry
Austin with "Ariel" attempted steamboat navigation of
the Rio Grande in 1829; however, neither Austin nor the
Ariel were well suited to that enterprise.
GENERAL ZACHARY TAYLOR ESTABLISHES
FORT TAYLOR, NOW FORT BROWN
1846-1848, War Between Mexico and United States
In March 1846, after the annexation of Texas to the
United States, General Taylor occupied Point Isabel and
the left bank of the Rio Grande opposite Matamoros,
where he erected the earthworks afterward called Fort
Brown. He lost Captain Thornton's detachment, which
was captured by Arista's men, at Trevino's rancho, above
Las Rucias, April 25. He defeated Arista at Palo Alto, May
8, and Resaca de la Palma May 9, and. occupied
Matamoros May 17, 1846. Brazos de Santiago, at the pass
and on the island of that name, and Boca del Rio, or
mouth of the river, became bases of supplies for subsequent expeditions by Taylor to Monterrey and Saltillo,
and Scott to Vera Cruz. During the summer of 1846,
Taylor induced the War Department to supply him with a
half dozen small steamboats from western rivers of the
United States, with which he transported supplies to
Roma and Camargo, where he established field bases for
his Monterrey Campaign. This was the first practical
steamboat navigation of the Rio Grande.

10

1848-1861, Growth of North Mexican Trade
The war between the United States and Mexico ended
with promulgation of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo,
July 4, 1848. Americans who had traded in Matamoros
before 1846 and after Taylor's occupation, and others
who had served in the army of occupation, foresaw the
development of an important commercial port of the
American side of the Rio Grande. Patrick C. Shannon laid
out a town in the first bend above Fort Brown which he
called "Freeport." John Young projected another, near the
Mexican rancho of Ramireno, called "Mansfield." The first
county seat of Cameron County was at Santa Rita, six
miles above Fort Brown where there had been a small
American settlement since 1834. Charles Stillman, long a
merchant of Matamoros; Samuel A. Belden, who had traded there during the war; Simon Mussina, a New Orleans
Texas Jew; and Col. Warren W. Chapman, U.S.A., projected a larger town, called Brownsville, immediately
above the new location of Fort Brown, which they platted
into lots and blocks during the summer of 1848. Supported by the prompt erection of substantial brick
buildings and the transfer from Matamoros of the
founders' business, Brownsville soon outstripped the
others and enjoyed a brisk boom during 1849, till it was
discovered that the "Townsite Company" was claimed
under defective titles. Much of the adventurous population was drained off by the rush to join the California gold
seekers at about the same time. Stillman and Mussina
quarrelled, and the latter transferred his activities to Point
Isabel and Villanueva (near Santa Rita) in attempts to start
rival towns. Litigation over Brownsville and Point Isabel
townsites was begun in 1850 and was not finally concluded until 1882.

11

STILLMAN, KENEDY, KING REAP BIG PROFITS
FROM RIO GRANDE STEAMBOAT LINE
At the conclusion of the war, the United States
withdrew most of its troops, leaving small garrisons at Fort
Brown, at Ringgold Barracks nearly opposite Camargo
and at Fort Mclntosh (Laredo). The river steamboats were
sold by the government to Charles Stillman. In 1850,
Stillman formed a partnership with Mifflin Kenedy and
Richard King, experienced boatmen who had seen service
on the Rio Grande. King and Kenedy revolutionized the
river traffic by building new boats of distinct types: a very
strong and relatively deep draft boat which operated between Brazos de Santiago and Brownsville and Matamoros, and very light sternwheel boats which operated from
the lower river towns to Roma and Camargo.
The entire trade of northern Mexico, amounting to
$10,000,000 to $18,000,000 per annum, was soon being
hauled on these boats by less than a dozen firms of Valley
merchants. John Young transferred his principal activities
to the new settlement of Edinburgh (now Hidalgo) opposite Reynosa; Henry Clay Davis, Sam Stewart and
others established themselves at the new town of Rio
Grande City, opposite Camargo and just above Ringgold
Barracks. William Neale, the Champions and others began
settlements near modern Santa Maria.

fire and explosion which nearly destroyed Brownsville in
1857; and by a yellow fever epidemic in 1858, which
decimated the population of all the Rio Grande towns;
and by the "Cortina War" in 1859-1860. This war was
partly caused by the personal and political feuds
characteristic of the politics of the time and partly by conflicts between people of a different language, culture and
race and who had once owned and occupied the land. The
more direct cause of the war was the stupidity of the
American Government in withdrawing its troops from the
Rio Grande forts for an Indian campaign on the Texas
Plains. Cortina's revolt was quickly suppressed but not until all the river settlements on the American side below
Laredo except Point Isabel had at one time or another
been taken by Cortina and wholly or partially destroyed.

POLITICAL FEUDS, 'CORTINA WAR', DISEASE,
DISCOURAGE IMMIGRATION TO THE VALLEY
Since the North Mexican trade was concentrated in few
hands, there was little incentive to additional American or
European immigration. Immigration was further
discouraged by the litigation over the Brownsville and
Point Isabel townsites, which had resulted in much bitterness and in a series of personal and political feuds; by a

WAR BETWEEN THE STATES BOOMS
VALLEY PORT CITIES
1861-1867, The Cotton Boom
From April 1861 until June 1865, history in the Lower
Rio Grande was shaped by the American War Between
the States. From 1862 to 1867 the Valley was also affected
by the convulsions of French Imperialism on the Mexican
side. Except for minor disturbances in Zapata County, the
Rio Grande settlements below Laredo drowsed peacefully
through the first year of the American Civil War; but by
May 1862, the tightening of the Federal blockade on the
ports of the Old South compelled the cotton of the TransMississippi Confederacy to seek a Mexican outlet to the
sea. Conditions in Mexico limited this outlet to the Lower
Rio Grande ports. Cotton buyers from all nations congregated at Matamoros. The seabathing hamlet of Bagdad,
on the Mexican side of the Rio Grande at its mouth,
became overnight a world port. Wagon trains of cotton
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sought the road to Brownsville from all parts of the TransMississippi South. Bagdad became a "shack" town of
15,000 people. Matamoros increased from 10,000 to
60,000 in a year; Brownsville and Cameron County to
25,000. The lower Rio Grande Valley had suddenly
become the one prosperous spot in the Southern Confederacy.
The importance of this region to the Confederacy was
never understood, either by the government at Richmond
or the Confederate commanders west of the Mississippi.
In October 1863, with the cotton boom at its height, all
the Confederate troops in the region except two small
companies were withdrawn, although there were then at
Matamoros four or five hundred embittered Union
refugees from Texas, capable of bearing arms, and anxious
and willing so to do. Oneof the two remaining companies
of Confederate troops, made up of local Mexicans, was
tampered with by the refugees and speculators, and
revolted October 28, 1863, killing several citizens and one
or two Confederate soldiers. The revolt was one day too
soon. The last three companies to be withdrawn were only one day's march from Brownsville and were recalled.
The revolt was quickly suppressed, but at this juncture,
General Banks arrived at Brazos de Santiago with a wellarmed and equipped expedition of 5,000 men. The Confederates numbered over 100 and had antagonized the
local Mexican population. The cotton at Brownsville was
hurried across the river, and the buildings at Fort Brown
burned. Brownsville residents with Confederate sympathies hurried to Matamoros, and the Federals occupied
the town without resistance and held it until July 25, 1864.
Interruption of the cotton trade compelled the Confederates to give attention to their Rio Grande back door.
Col. John S. Ford, well-known on the lower river and who
knew this region well, was entrusted with driving the

Federals away. Banks' defeat on Red River in the spring of
1864 compelled the Federals to weaken their Brownsville
garrison, and simplified his task. Ringgold Barracks were
retaken in April, Edinburg in May. June 25, 1864, Ford
surprised and defeated the Union outpost at Las Rucias,
and the Federals, no longer able to supply the garrison at
Brownsville, withdrew to the island of Brazos de Santiago
and fortified it against attack. They held this position until
the end of the war.
Federal occupation of Brownsville in November 1863
coincided with the rise to power in Matamoros of Juan
Nepomuceno Cortina, Brownsville's enemy of 1859.
Ford's reoccupation of Brownsville in July 1864, coincided
with the arrival at Bagdad of a French force to operate
against Matamoros. Federal officials and sympathizers at
Matamoros undertook the recapture of Brownsville using
Cortina's men. Part of Cortina's men crossed the Rio
Grande a few miles above its mouth, and aided the
Federals September 9, 1864, in an attack on the Confederate advance, but a large part of Cortina's force, commanded by Col. Servando Canales, refused to cross to the
American side, or to serve under the American flag, and
this defeated the plot. Cortina then made terms with the
Imperialists, and joined them on condition that he should
retain his command and that Matamoros should be occupied by Mexican Imperialists, and not by French troops.
Canales refused to join in this capitulation and crossed
with his men to Brownsville, where they were disarmed
by Colonel Ford. Cortina soon rejoined the Juaristas, but
after October 1864, until the collapse of the Confederacy,
the Confederates continued to occupy Brownsville, and
the left bank of the Rio Grande to within a few miles of its
mouth. The Imperialists under General Tomas Mexia,
held Matamoros and Bagdad and the roads between,
while the Federals occupied Brazos de Santiago and Brazos
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Island, and then commanded Clarksville.
In May 1865, the cotton speculators at Matamoros, having learned of Lee's surrender, and thinking the Confederates would not resist, induced Col. Barrett, commander of Brazos Island, to advance upon Brownsville to
capture cotton accumulated there. Barrett was soundly
beaten by Ford near Palmito rancho, May 13, 1865, and
chased back to Brazos Island, the famed "last battle" of the
Civil War. The Confederate garrison at Brownsville soon
dissolved and Brownsville was occupied by the Federals
without opposition, May 30, 1865. At the same time,
General Grant was ordering General Sheridan to the Rio
Grande with about 25,000 men, to overcome the Imperialists and threaten Texas, which he suspected of not
being properly whipped. Sheridan completed, during the
summer of 1865, a light-railway from Brazos de Santiago
to the "White Ranch," the King and Kenedy steamboat
landing on the Rio Grande, the first railroad to operate in
the Lower Rio Grande Valley. In January, 1866, some 300
discharged negro soldiers from the Federal army, led by
one H. Clay Crawford, crossed from the American side
and surprised and captured Bagdad, where they became
frightfully drunk and ravished, murdered and plundered
the town. As the raid had been invited by the Juaristas, little by way of punishment could be done. Strengthened by
French and Austrian troops, Mexia maintained himself at
Matamoros until the summer of 1866, when the destruction of the best part of his command at Santa Gertrudes,
near Camargo, compelled him to make the best terms he
could, and escape into the interior of Mexico with such
force as he still had in hand.
The great storm of 1867, which destroyed Clarksville
and Bagdad, and greatly damaged Matamoros and
Brownsville, put a definite end to the "cotton boom" days.

1868-1876, The Cattle Raids
After the hurricane of 1867, commerce at Brazos de
Santiago, Matamoros and Brownsville returned approximately to the conditions of pre-cotton boom days.
Brownsville and Matamoros regained the trade of Northern Mexico, which returned into the hands of the same
merchants, with the same customers, and virtually the
same conditions. There were two differences only, and
these at first, were slight. The King and Kenedy steamboat
monopoly was still the key to this North Mexican trade,
and some of the Matamoros and Brownsville merchants,
especially those who had not been in business before the
boom, were restive under this control. They attempted a
rival steamboat line, revived Point Isabel and, eventually,
in 1871-1872 built a sturdy narrow gauge railroad from
Point Isabel to Brownsville. In the meantime, local conditions and business not supported directly by the north
Mexican trade were in a very bad way. Between the
Nueces and the Rio Grande cattle growing was the principal business, and the region had come to be recognized
as the best cattle breeding section of the American West.
The convulsions of the cotton boom days had completely
transformed the Mexican population on the right bank of
the Rio Grande. The rival armies of the French invasion
had disintegrated there—every rancho had a floating
population of adventurers and desperate men, who began
raiding into Texas, driving away Texan cattle, swimming
them across the Rio Grande, and marketing them at
Matamoros or Monterrey. General Cortina, who had now
become supreme on the Mexican side of the border,
tolerated and encouraged, if he did not actually inspire
such raids, which were justified and excused on the theory
that the raiders were only taking "Nanita's cattle," that is,
that they were only reclaiming cattle of which their
ancestors had been despoiled. The raids began in force in
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1868 and by 1872, cattle raiding had become the most important, indeed, almost the only employment of the ranchos of the Tamaulipas border. Outside of Brownsville,
Hidalgo, and Rio Grande City, life and property in the
region south of a line drawn from Corpus Christi to
Laredo became unsafe. The Federal government and the
State government under Edmond J. Davis refused to
recognize that such a condition could exist but it was finally brought to an end in 1875-1876. The new State government of Texas sent Captain Lee H. McNelly and his company of noted Rangers to the border in 1875. McNelly annihilated a company of the most daring raiders in a running fight on Palo Alto Prairie in July 1875, and followed
another across the Rio Grande at Las Cuevas in December
following. He compelled the Mexican authorities to agree
to restore the stolen cattle in exchange for his return to
American soil. A few months later, the Mexican President, Lerdo Tejado, caused General Cortina to be placed
under arrest. Porfirio Diaz, a revolutionist against Lerdo
de Tejada, was then a refugee at Brownsville. Sabas Cortina, Cortina's half brother, supplied Diaz with the
necessary funds to begin a new revolt, and Diaz was soon
in Mexico. Knowing the situation on the lower Rio
Grande, he turned to Col. Servando Canales, Cortina's old
rival and policed the border with strong hands. Between
Diaz' Rurales on the right bank of the Rio Grande, and
McNelly's rangers on the left, order was restored.
DEVELOPMENT OF VALLEY'S NATURAL
RESOURCES FOLLOWS RESTORATION
OF LAW, ORDER
1876-1906, End of the North Mexican Trade, Beginning
of Irrigation.
With the restoration of law and order after 1876, the
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Lower Rio Grande Valley turned from the excitement of
cattle raids and cotton booms to the development of its
natural resources. Until 1862 it continued to handle most
of the commerce of Northern Mexico as well. This trade
was lost with the completion of railroads to El Paso, Eagle
Pass and Laredo, but it had always been in few hands;
though important to those few, its loss made little impression on the life of the community at large. Fewer ships
came to the Brazos Island anchorage, river boats made
fewer voyages. Brownsville, Matamoros and the river
towns became dependent on the region about them for
support. The landowners turned to the development of
their properties. Cattle, horses, mules and hides became
the staples of commerce. The river bank lands were
planted in cotton and corn and Brulay developed a sugar
plantation below Brownsville. Closner followed with
others near Hidalgo. Pepper, garlic and piloncillo from the
river farms became important articles of trade. In 1892,
Lieutenant William H. Chatfield, Quartermaster at Fort
Brown, became enthusiastic over the possibility of irrigating the rich and fertile Valley lands and with financial
aid from the citizens of Brownsville, devoted his leisure
moments of several years to an endeavor to interest
capital in a plan to irrigate these lands. The need for this
was accentuated by a severe drought in 1892-93. But it
was not until the completion of the St. Louis, Brownsville
& Mexico Railway from Robstown to Brownsville, with
its westward extension from Harlingen to Samfordyce, in
1904, that Chatfield's dreams began to find fruition. The
first major enterprise was an attempt at rice farming on the
broad prairies between San Benito and Brownsville. This
was immediately successful, but eventually failed because,
though ample provision was made to put water for irrigation on these lands, none was made for draining it away.
Sugar followed rice, with similar results. Then W. E.
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McDavitt, still a resident of the Valley, induced the rice
farmers and small landowners to try winter vegetables,
and the Valley has progressed steadily under irrigation
since 1906, as a fruitful producer of winter crops.
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OLD SPANISH LAND GRANTS
The concept of the Great West began in the triangle of
South Texas. It was here that strays from the herds of cattle brought in by the early Spaniards ran wild and propagated, becoming known as Longhorn cattle because of
the very long, sharp and curving horns.
Livestock, which includes horses,
cattle, sheep and goats, are not natives
of the Western Hemisphere, but were
brought over by Europeans. It was
common practice for Spaniards to take
livestock on all of their expeditions to
new lands. In 1521, Gregorio de
Villalobos brought a number of calves
so that there might be cattle in New
Spain. Cortes brought cattle from his lands in Cuba to
stock his hacienda at Cuernavaca. In moving animals,
some were lost or left by the wayside, where they
multiplied rapidly until, in 1821, cattle were plentiful in
Nuevo Santander. The weather was ideal, food was plentiful and there were not enough marauders and carnivorous animals to have an adverse effect on the growth
of the cattle herds.
A famed Western writer said that here, along this
border country, was where the Mexican vaquero and the
Virginia cavalier blended to make the American cowboy.
This was cattle country; this was the country of great ranches. Roundups and branding were part of the colonists'
ancestral heritage, and the name "cowboy" comes from
vaquero, one who goes after or cares for cows. Many of the
terms now used in the cattle industry such as lasso, lariat,
corral, bandanna, sombrero, mustang, remuda, rancho and
rodeo reflect their Spanish origin.
The Valley had its share of great sprawling ranches, first
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under the Spaniards, then the Mexicans, and finally the
Texans. Today, the ranching tradition is still carried on by
the descendants of the early ranchers.
The early colonists of Reynosa, brought to the area by
Jose de Escandon, began to protest that they did not have
enough land for their herds of livestock. In 1767, a group
of officers were charged with the responsibility of assigning lands along the Rio Grande, and they agreed that any
tract would be useless unless it had a watering place for
cattle. So, the units of land were laid off in the form of a
rectangle with a width of approximately nine-thirteenths
of a mile of river frontage and perpendicular to its general
direction for a distance of from 11 to 16 miles. These were
called porciones (portions of land), about the equivalent of a
league, and were assigned to the very earliest settlers.
These porciones were numbered and are now a part of the
description of much of the land in Hidalgo and Starr
Counties.
Most of the Valley ranches began as Spanish Land
Grants and mighty grants they were, at once romantic and
harsh, but with beautiful, musical names like Llano
Grande, San Salvador del Tule, Santa Anita, Las Mestenas,
Petitas y la Abra, Espiritu Santo and San Juan de Carricitos.
There was a large touch of Catholic Spain in these early
grants and ranches. Today, these lovely Spanish names are
everyday words and phrases to real estate men and
abstractors, for they have come down to us as definite
geographical entities, bound up with the laws of Texas
and the United States.
Life on the old ranches was a comparatively simple but
busy life. Each ranch was almost self-sufficient as it produced most of its own food and many of the articles of
clothing to fill the simple needs of rancheros. Life was
taken at an easy pace, with no large cities and nothing to

disrupt the even tenor of ranch life except attacks by Indians or roving groups of bandits. Cattle were grown for
meat and hides, the latter forming an important early export from this area.
The application for a large grant of land was processed
through numerous government officials before reaching
the Spanish Viceroy for his approval, signature and Royal
Seal. After the official papers were signed with many
witnesses, the grantee, with a Judge, surveyors, several
witnesses and the owner of the neighboring lands traveled to the grant which had already been named. Usually
the petitioner had already been occupying the land for
some time.
The measuring of the land was done on horseback by
"throwing" a waxed length of rope called a cordel. The act
of surveying was called "throwing the rope."
After surveying the property and noting landmarks
such as watering places, lagunas, trees and large stones on
the boundaries, the grantee was given possession in the
ancient ritual of possession as prescribed by Spanish law.
The ritual is described in a copy of an original grant:
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The Judge declared, "I took the aforesaid Don Manuel Gomez by the
hand, and both uncovered, in a loud voice and in the name of his Majesty
(Whom May God Protect), I put him in possession of the said land and as
u sign of right of property to them, the said Gomez pulled out grass, broke
sticks, sprinkled water, and made all the other demonstrations of true
possession and gave many and repeated thanks to His Majesty for the gift
he has made him."

The following is a partial list of the old Spanish land
grants:
Las Mesteflas, Petitas y La Abra, granted to Vicente
Hinojosa in 1794, consisted of 35 leagues. He transferred
the south twelve leagues of this grant to his sister, Dona
Rosa Maria Hinojosa de Balli, and it was known as the Ojo
ilc Agua Tract.
The Llano Grande Grant of 25 leagues was granted to

Juan Jose Hinojosa in 1790. This grant had an eleven-mile
frontage on the river.
La Feria grant of 12 leagues was granted to Captain Jose
Maria Balli Guerra in 1790 and was a part of the Mestenas,
Petitas y La Abra grant.
San Salvador del Tide, consisting of 72 leagues, was
granted to Captain Juan Jose Balli Hinojosa in 1798. It was
one of the most desired locations in the Rio Grande colonies because of extensive salt'deposits in El Sal del Rey
and Sal Vieja.
Santa Anita Grant, with 15 leagues, was granted in
to Don Manuel Gomez in northwestern Hidalgo County.
He had made his application to the Viceroy in 1791 and
declared the area only fit for raising of livestock and subject to depredations by marauding Indians. The lands had
been occupied by Manuel Gomez by 1790, and possibly
before that date as he had made extensive improvements
such as water wells, corrals, and a few jacales.
Isla de Santiago, the long barrier island that lay between the Gulf of Mexico and the Laguna Madre Bay,
consisting of 11 1/2 leagues, was granted to Padre Jose
Nicolas Balli Guerra by a Spanish grant in 1800, but the
documents were lost and a new survey was required. The
grant was approved in 1829 but Padre Balli had died in
1828 so possession was given to his nephew, Juan Jose
Balli. It had become a Mexican Grant since Mexico had
won her independence from Spain. Padre Nicolas Balli,
with his nephew Juan Jose Balli II, had received the grant
through the assistance and influence of Padre Balli's
mother, Dona Rosa Maria Hinojosa de Balli. After the
island became a part of Texas, it became known as Padre
Island.
San Juan de Carricitos, granted in 1792 to Don Narciso
Cavazos Gonzales de Hidalgo consisted of 160 1/2 leagues
and was the largest grant north of the Rio Grande. Rosa
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Maria Hinojosa de Balli and her brother, Vicente Hinojosa, were among the official witnesses.
The Espiritu Santo Grant is the most familiar grant of
Cameron County. It was made in 1781 by the Crown of
Spain to Jose Salvador de la Garza, an original settler of
Camargo and grantee of one of the porciones. Brownsville
is one of the main cities located on the original grant.
Concepcion de Carricitos was granted to Eugenic and
Bartolome Fernandez by the Crown of Spain through the
Viceroy in 1780.
Santa Isabel grant, a Mexican grant, was made to
Rafael Garcia. It consisted of the land around present day
Port Isabel.
San Pedro de Carricitos grant was a triangular-shaped
piece of land between the Concepcion de Carricitos grant
and the Espiritu Santo grant. It was made to Pedro Villarreal on April 8, 1842.
The history of the Rio Grande Valley is not complete
without a serious study of the mighty Spanish land grants
and the people who settled on these sprawling, isolated
ranches. These early colonists cherished the land, and their
descendants have carried on the traditions, culture and
heritage.
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TEXAS' FIRST CATTLE QUEEN
Among the many illustrious and prominent men and
women of south Texas, there is one woman whose influence is still felt throughout the Rio Grande Valley.
Dona Rosa Maria Hinojosa de Balli has become known as
"Texas' First Cattle Queen" because of her large and
varied ranch holdings. She controlled an empire equal to
about one-third of the present Valley. To visit her
"pastures," which consisted of a half-dozen Spanish land
grants north of the river, she probably traveled by
stagecoach and horseback, as the lengthy inventory in her
will records that she owned a side-saddle and bridle ornamented with silver.
Rosa Maria Hinojosa was born in Camargo in 1752,
daughter of "primitive settlers." Her father, Captain Juan
Jose Hinojosa de la Garza, and her mother, Maria Antonia
Ynez Veaz de Benavides, belonged to Camargo's large
group of well-to-do aristocrats called "gente de razon."
Young Rosa received an education befitting her family's
position, as indicated by her signature, her rubric and her
carefully kept records. Instruction in household arts was
also important as she would have to instruct servants in
her own home someday. There were meals to be prepared
using the available spices and wild herbs, corn to be
ground daily, wool and cotton to be dyed and made into
thread, then into cloth, and candles to be dipped. The first
soap-making in Texas was along the lower Rio Grande,
and dye for staining leather after it was tanned was obtained from the bark of the huisache tree. These and many
other things she needed to know.
Her father, Captain Juan Jose Hinojosa, moved his family to La Villa Guadalupe de Reynosa where he was installed by Conde Escandon as alcalde or chief justice.
She married Captain Jose Maria Balli Guerra, who was
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the son of the primitive settler, Nicolas Balli (Grandfather
of Padre Nicolas Balli) and Maria Josepha Guerra.
Dona Rosa's husband and her father, on July 4, 1774,
made a joint application for lands known as Llano Grande
(Great Plains), to be divided into two separate tracts.
Both men died before the grant was approved in 1790.
She inherited the ownership and had full authority of
management of the Llano Grande Grant. She took possession of the lands in the colorful traditional ceremony
prescribed by law.
Dona Rosa inherited the La Feria Grant and made application for Las Mestenas tract in the name of her
brother, Vicente, since the holder of one grant was ineligible for other large holdings. She assisted her brother Juan
Jose Balli in his application for San Salvador del Tule, and
also assisted a family friend, Manuel Gomez, to obtain the
grant of Santa Anita. She also assisted in obtaining the
grant of Isla Santiago (Padre Island) for her son, Padre
Nicolas Balli and her grandson, Juan Jose Balli II.
When her son, Nicolas Balli, returned from his studies
in Spain, about 1795, where he had been ordained a lay
priest, Dona Rosa Maria made a grand three-day fiesta at
her La Feria ranch. Services were also held at the chapel
she maintained at the ranch.
Dona Rosa earned a fascinating reputation with her
strong will and careful attention to detail and became
known as Texas' First Cattle Queen. In 1976, during the
bicentennial, she was selected as one of the ten Texas
C Outstanding Pioneer Mothers, a tribute to the heroic band
of Spaniards who were the area's first permanent settlers.
Known as "La Patrona," she was a woman of extraordinary strength of character, was courageous and valiant,
he-loved and esteemed as is reflected in the pride of hundreds of her descendants.
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MEXICAN-AMERICAN WAR IN THE VALLEY
Mexico had always considered the Nueces River as the
boundary of the province of Texas, but after the Texans
won their independence, they claimed the Rio Grande as
the natural boundary. A resolution to that effect was passed by the Congress of the Republic of Texas on December
19, 1836.
The Mexican War followed the annexation of Texas on
March 1, 1845, to the United States, but this was not the
only cause of the war.
After annexation, Texas requested that the President
send troops to the western frontier to defend it from a
threatened invasion. In August of 1845, General Zachary
Taylor and 1,500 men were ordered from New Orleans to
Corpus Christi to take over the area between the Nueces
River and the Rio Grande. Mexico was bringing her forces
to Matamoros.
Efforts to settle this and other differences failed, for
Mexico planned an invasion of Texas by General Arista,
in command in Matamoros.
General Taylor was ordered to the Rio Grande and proceeded along the coastal route. He crossed the Arroyo
Colorado with the cavalry and a train of 200 wagons
without incident. He continued to Point Isabel where he
established a supply depot, then joined General Worth opposite Matamoros. The situation became more tense with
the Mexicans demanding that the Americans leave the territory. Taylor requested that the governors of Texas and
Louisiana furnish him with eight regiments of volunteers.
A large number of Texas Rangers were already with his army, and the governor of Texas sent even more men.
On May 7, General Taylor left Point Isabel with 2,300
men and 300 wagons. At noon on the next day, his advance guard encountered General Arista's force at Palo
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Alto. The army halted, and after a few hours' rest, advanced in battle formation. The estimates of how many were
killed and wounded in the ensuing battle vary according
to different historians. Major Ringgold, for whom Fort
Ringgold was later named, was mortally wounded by a
shell which killed his horse. At Palo Alto, there were no
field fortifications, no fox holes, no camouflage and no
military intelligence. Field officers rode up and down in
front of the battle line of the mass formation.
On May 8th, after dark, the Mexican army retired to
the rear. The next afternoon, the American forces encountered them again at Resaca de la Palma in a conflict
that was more severe than the previous one. This was
about three miles from Brownsville. Great valor was
shown on both sides.
After the fierce battle, the Mexicans retreated toward
the Rio Grande, pursued by the Americans. The American
army moved on to the fort, where its gallant defender,
Major Jacob Brown, had died the previous day in a bombardment of the fort. In his honor, the name of Fort
Taylor was changed to Fort Brown.
General Winfield Scott and General Taylor then carried
the war into Mexico with many battles and skirmishes.
February 2, 1848, the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo was
signed, ending the war, with the provision that the Rio
Cirande should be the boundary between the United
Slates and Mexico.
Among many others, Zachary Taylor, Robert E. Lee,
Ulysses S. Grant, Winfield Scott, General Ben L. McCulloch, Samuel H. Walker, and President Mirabeau B.
I ,.imar played important roles in the War with Mexico and
r.u'h later rose to prominence in Texas and the United
Slates.
I he world's first war correspondent, George Wilkins
Kendall, gained distinction by following the American
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army into Mexico and sending back dispatches from the
battle zones. His dispatches were sent to New Orleans by
the fastest horses available, special boats and the tew
telegraph wires then in use. He witnessed the battles of
Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma, as well as those in Mexico. His reports are among the most valuable on-the-scene
accounts.
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CIVIL WAR IN THE RIO GRANDE VALLEY
Texas seceded from the Union on March 2, 1861.
This small section of the southern Confederacy was
neither inactive nor forgotten and became the "Back
Door" of the Confederacy.
From 1861 to the last battle, there were many skirmishes and battles throughout the Valley, from Brazos
Santiago to Fort Brown, and up the river to Ringgold Barracks at Rio Grande City.
About 1857, Secretary of War Jefferson Davis was experimenting with
camels as a means of army transportation
and brought two shiploads to Indianola,
Texas, from Asia. They were placed in a
camel camp at Camp Verde, north of San
Antonio, and used by the U. S. Army. In
1861, the Confederates seized the camels
at Camp Verde and, during the war, used
them to carry cotton to Brownsville.
Then the cotton was taken to Matamoros to be shipped
from the Mexican port of Bagdad near the mouth of the
Rio Grande. Each camel carried two bales of cotton, then
returned to Camp Verde carrying salt from the great salt
Likes of El Sal del Rey and Sal Viejo. Salt was in great demand with the Confederate forces. One report mentioned
two camels in Brownsville that did not behave well on
I heir journeys to the border. As a result Brownsville Commissioners enacted an ordinance refusing permission to
anyone to "walk camels in the streets."
Cotton was the lifeblood of the Confederacy, if and
when it could be delivered to the textile mills of Europe,
but the Union quickly foresaw this and moved to
blockade all seaports, including Brazos Santiago on the
American side of the mouth of the Rio Grande. Beginning
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in 1862, rumbling wagons and creaking oxcarts carrying
cotton followed rough roads across Texas to Brownsville,
then to Bagdad in Mexico. Thus, Brownsville and
Matamoros became the "Back Door" of the Confederacy,
where cotton was transferred to European ships at Bagdad
for shipment to textile mills. Guns and ammunition were
brought to the port to be delivered to the Confederacy.
One of the first Federal military objectives was to take
possession of El Sal del Rey in the northwest part of
Hidalgo County. Salt was so essential to the army that salt
works became military objectives, and El Sal del Rey furnished one of the most scarce and expensive of all
necessities.
In 1862, Governor Lubbock realized the importance of
the salt and sent a man named Antonio Salinas from
Brownsville to take over the works at the salt lake from
Don Jesus Cardenas; 'Salinas then operated the plant for
the State of Texas until the Federal troops raided and
plundered the salt works in 1863, and took possession of
the facilities.
There were numerous skirmishes at various points in
the Valley between the Federals and the Confederates
such as at Las Rucias, Ringgold Barracks, the salt lakes,
Brownsville and many others. There were numerous
casualties and numerous prisoners taken.
On May 13,1865, the last land battle took place twelve
miles east of Brownsville, a month after Lee surrendered
to Grant at Appomattox. (Robert E. Lee and U. S. Grant
had both been in the Valley with the army during the
Mexican War in 1846.) Some 1700 Federal troops, mostly
colored, advanced from Brazos Santiago to take possession
of Brownsville. The Federals had received word of the surrender and presumed the Confederates knew also, and
that the occupation of Brownsville would be a bloodless
affair.
Near Palmito Ranch, the Federals met and drove back a
force of Confederate cavalry who fought stubbornly. The
Federals, who thought the Confederates had received
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re-enforcements, did not press the attack, and fell back to
the ranch.
The following afternoon, Colonel John S. "Rip" Ford
came up with a battery of men and assumed command of
the Confederates. The Federal troops were routed and
broke for Brazos Island.
There were fewer than a dozen casualties on the Confederate side, but the Federals had 30 men killed or
wounded and over 100 taken prisoner.
From these prisoners, Colonel Ford learned for the first
time of the surrender of the armies of Lee and Johnston.
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STEAMBOAT ERA ON THE RIO GRANDE
Steamboats turned the winding
Rio Grande into a water highway
for over 50 years. Carrying
freight and passengers, they
•/f
helped open northern Mexico to
foreign trade, and linked the
river's settlements with the outside world. Churning paddle
wheels and tall, smoking stacks
were familiar to Rio Grande people from Mexican War
times until around 1900, when the last riverboat tied up
for good, and ended a colorful era.
Several early steamboats saw Rio Grande use in the
1820's, but it was really the war with Mexico, from 1846
to 1848, that made them a commercial success. Brought
from the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers by the U.S. Army,
steamboats carried soldiers and supplies up and down the
river during Zachary Taylor's campaign into northern
Mexico. When the war ended, the government sold the
boats to enterprising men who saw potential profit in Rio
Grande traffic. Among them were Mifflin Kenedy and
Richard King—names synonymous with early commercial
growth in South Texas, both on the twisting Rio Grande
and on the coastal grasslands. Both men started cattle empires, with King's becoming the most legendary ranch in
Texas, if not the world.
After the Mexican War, Rio Grande commerce grew.
Residents in northern Mexico and southern Texas
clamored for lumber and manufactured goods brought
upriver by steamboats. Offloaded from ocean-going ships
at Matamoros or Brownsville, the cargoes were piled onto
riverboat decks for the voyage up to Camargo, Roma, or
Rio Grande City. From those points, freight went onto
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wagons or oxcarts and was hauled into the interior. In exchange for foreign-made goods, the people from towns
and ranches sent their mineral wealth, especially silver
from mines in the Sierra Madre, cattle hides, wool, cotton,
and other products downriver for export. Passenger lists
included prospectors, businessmen, diplomats, soldiers,
aristocratic ladies, gamblers and adventurers. Mail bags
and newspapers brought by steamboat helped break the
isolation of ranch life. During this "golden age," over thirty riverboats plied the Rio Grande, opening its frontier to
more settlement, particularly by Americans. More than
one traveler commented on the region's fertile soil, and its
potential for farming if given enough water. As the 1850s
ended, war clouds hung over both nations that bordered
the "Great River." To the sounds of steamboat whistles
was about to be added the crack of rifles and thunder of
cannons.
In the civil war that wrenched the United States and
Mexico the Rio Grande steamboats played a significant
role. For the rebellious Confederate States of America, the
Rio Grande provided a gateway for foreign-made
weapons and army supplies, along with an exit for cotton,
the "white gold" that backed the rebel economy. As the
war progressed, the Union's naval blockade of the South
tightened, closing every major Confederate port. Bagdad,
the ramshackle "Sodom on the Gulf", stood on Mexican
soil, where the Rio Grande flowed into the sea, and was
immune from blockade. Through it came tons of cargo
bound for the Southern states. In the opposite direction
went endless bales of cotton, loaded into holds of European and other ships that waited offshore. Much of this
t wo-way traffic rode the steamboats, to and from upriver
points as far away as Laredo.
In Mexico, also, the tumult of war involved Rio Grande
i ommerce. There, the opposing forces of puppet emperor
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Maximilian and patriot Benito Juarez received arms and
supplies by way of Bagdad and Matamoros, Juarez' aid
coming partly from the Union, while the Confederacy
supported Maximilian. For those in the frenzied river
trade, the early 1860s were giddy years, marked by intrigue, corruption, and enormous profits. In later decades
they were remembered as los algodones—the "cotton
times".
By 1866, it was all over. The wars ended, and with
them much of the prosperous steamboat traffic. In addition, circumstances occurred that brought further decline.
Railroads penetrated northern Mexico, drawing away
business from the river. Hard economic times in Texas
whittled away at steamboat trade. A disastrous hurricane
in 1867 destroyed several remaining boats (and levelled
what was left of Bagdad). Finally, the river itself was
becoming more shallow, and increasingly silted. In the
1870s two steamboats were still in use on the Rio Grande;
by 1880 only one remained—Bessie. She made her last
run sometime after 1900, on the eve of the railroad's coming to the Valley. Symbolically, the boiler fires of the
steamboat days went out as the "iron horse" arrived, ending one era and beginning another.
BY: TOM FORT, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR AND CURATOR OF
EXHIBITS OF HIDALGO COUNTY HISTORICAL MUSEUM.
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THE NUECES STRIP
On early maps of south Texas, the area between the
Nueces River and the Rio Grande was known as the Wild
Horse Desert because of the wild Mustangs that roamed
the area. Later, the area was called the Nueces Strip when
the boundary of Texas was under dispute between the
United States and Mexico.
After the Civil War, a troubled period began that lasted
to 1875 in this untamed part of south Texas.
The cattle-raids from Mexico commenced with what is
known as the "Cortina War" in 1859 and 1860. Then, Juan
N. Cortina returned to the border in 1870 as governor and
military commander in Matamoros, and under him, the
lawless men gained unlimited license to plunder and raid
on the Texas side. There were many raiders besides those
under Cortina whose purpose was to steal cattle and
horses. King Fisher and his lawless friends and criminals
contributed to this turbulent time in the state's history
with their raids and murders.
The cattle-raids increased steadily in boldness and frequency from 1871 until 1875. Murder and robberies accompanied the raids, and the residents were alarmed for
their own security.
As late as August, 1877, an armed party from Mexico
made a raid into Rio Grande City, broke open the jail and
liberated two criminals, shooting the deputy sheriff, his
wife and the State Attorney.
Governor Coke created the Frontier Battalion of Texas
Rangers to attempt to establish law and order again in this
no-man's land and asked Captain L. H. McNelly to take
command of a Ranger company composed of 40 men and
suppress the border bandits. Captain McNelly was
Courageous and daring and led his men across southwest
Texas, winning victories against unbelievable odds and
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bringing law and order to the bandit-plagued and untamed
Nueces Strip.
When Captain McNelly and his men arrived in the area,
they found that several posses had been formed to capture
the bandits, but McNelly refused their help. He ordered
them to disband and disarm, then return to their homes,
and allow the regular law of Texas, through the Texas
Rangers, to perform their duties. The men forming the
posses were reluctant to do this, but McNelly declared he
would arrest anyone not following this order.
In 1871, Mexican cattle rustlers drove off 1,400 head of
stock from the ranch of John McAllen in Hidalgo County.
He declared that not five percent of the cattle were left in
the area.
In 1875, Captain McNelly and his Texas Rangers killed
17 Mexican bandits at'Palo Alto, near Brownsville. U. S.
troops took eight bodies to Brownsville where they were
displayed at the old City Hall and Market Plaza as a warning to others. One Ranger was killed and 216 head of the
250 head of stolen cattle were captured and returned to
their owners.
Troops at Fort Ringgold were ordered to Las Cuevas to
catch the rustlers who were driving 75 head of cattle to
the Crossing. Las Cuevas, about 100 miles above
Brownsville, had long been known as headquarters for
bandits and stolen Texan cattle. Captain McNelly arrived
after the cattle had crossed and declared that, as soon as his
men arrived, he would proceed to pursue the rustlers
across the river. When they reached their destination, 250
Mexican soldiers opened fire on them from behind houses
and corral fences. The Rangers retired to the river where
they repulsed several attacks, and killed several of the bandits. Finally, the Mexicans agreed to deliver the stolen cattle and thieves to McNelly at Rio Grande City on condition the Rangers retire from Mexico. The next day, 75
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head were returned to the Texas side and duly delivered
to the owners.
Captain McNelly reported in 1875, that in 17 days over
2,000 head of cattle had been crossed into Mexico by the
raiders, and this report was after the stock of the county
had been reduced by more than eight years of constant
stealing. Captain McNelly also stated that, he could name
ranches in Mexico where 20,000 head of cattle and horses
could be found, still bearing the brands of the Texas
owners. "The stealing of cattle is extraordinary and almost
past belief," said McNelly.
The good citizens of Mexico had no power or control,
they were entirely dominated by the lawless element.
These are reports contained in The House of Representatives, Report No. 701, 45th Congress. Report and Accompanying Documents of the Committee on Foreign Affairs on The Relation of The U.S. with Mexico. Published
1878.
The Mexican Government sent a commission to the
Northern Frontier to investigate the depredations committed on both sides of the Rio Grande.
Previously, the President of the U.S., on recommendation of Congress, had dispatched an investigating commission to the Texas border to inquire into the robberies complained of in Texas and alleged to have been perpetrated
by Indians and citizens of Mexico.
The commission declared they had documentary
evidence showing that there existed bands of thieves
north of the Rio Bravo under the leadership of several prominent ranchers and other individuals. These persons
were named in the report with what was declared direct
evidence, but for this small report, these people will not
IK- named.
The commission also declared that many of the bands
ol outlaws and rustlers were Texans disguised as Mexicans
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and Indians.
These reports may be found in the Reports of the
Committee of Investigation, Sent in 1873 By the Mexican Government To the Frontier of Texas. Translated
from the Official Edition made in Mexico. Published in
1875.
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THE BANDIT ERA
Less than 100 years ago, the Rio Grande River was a battleline and the border area was a battlefield.
The revolution raging in Mexico between the Victoriano Huerta and Pancho Villa forces and Venustiano
Carranza's army brought great unrest along both sides of
the border, starting about 1913.
Conditions on the border became
complicated, and hardly a day passed without an exciting event. Many
people were convinced the lower
border was full of German spies and
propagandists inciting bandit raids,
cattle-stealing, robbery and many
incidents of fighting and murder.
German ammunition and guns were
found in the area, which gave
credence to the thought that Germans were responsible for the raids.
It was rumored that Germany was
attempting to distract the U. S. with problems on their
southern borders so that Germany might attack elsewhere.
Fifty-thousand troops of the United States National
Guard were sent to the border in 1915 and 1916, and
were stationed at McAllen and other Valley towns along
the river. Detachments were sent to protect numerous ranches that were being raided by groups of bandits. The
Texas Rangers were also sent to the area to protect the
citizens and capture the bandits.
The raid on the town of Sebastian on August 6, 1915,
ended in the tragic death of A. L. Austin and his son,
Charley.
Fourteen armed bandits entered T. J. Alexander's store,
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which they looted, and captured a boy by the name of
Millard and forced him to drive them to the A. L. Austin
home. They told Mr. Alexander, "We will not harm you,
we want food, guns and the two men here that run the
corn sheller." When they got to the Austin home, they
forced Mr. Austin and his son, Charley, into the wagon,
drove into a corn field and killed them, then released the
Millard boy. The bandits then went to the McClaugherty
home with the intent of killing them, but the women and
children had hidden when they heard the gunshots from
the Austin home. One of the bandits pointed to George
McClaugherty and said, "Don't kill that man, he is a good
man, I worked for him on the railroad." So his life was
spared.
On August 6th, a group of Mexicans shot at a man named Sonny Huff and wounded him near Los Fresnos. On
the same date, a night watchman at the cotton gin in
Lyford was hit by a bullet.
On September 26, 1915, James B. McAllen was alone in
his ranch house except for his cook, Dona Maria de Agraz,
who alerted him that armed men were approaching on
horseback. Understanding their purpose, he grabbed his
shotgun and went toward the door. As the bandits started
firing and circling the house, he moved from window to
window as his cook reloaded his several guns. He killed
the bandit leader and his gray horse, and two others, and
wounded three more. With the loss of the leader, the bandits retreated, with several wounded dying a few miles
away on the road.
September 24, 1915, Progreso was the scene of an
engagement between troops of the U. S. 26th Infantry and
the 6th Cavalry and Mexican bandits. Lt. King of the 26th
Infantry arrived at the Saenz store near Progreso and
found Private Henry Stubblefield dead and Private
Kenedy wounded. Ten men had been patrolling the
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crossing of the river all night and had reached the store at
daybreak when the shots started. Lt. King with his nine
men opened fire on the group of about 75 Mexicans. Reenforcements arrived and a two-hour battle followed in
which Captain Anderson was wounded. Some of the
Mexicans were in Carranza army uniforms and some in
civilian clothing.
On October 18, 1915, bandits wrecked and set on fire a
train just three miles south of the town of Olmito. The
wreck was accomplished by attaching wires to one of the
rails and pulling it off the track as the train approached.
Four persons were killed and four others wounded.
On October 21, 1915, the Battle of Ojo de Agua took
place at an outpost manned by about 16 soldiers who
were sleeping when they were attacked by Mexican bandits. At Penitas, two miles away, a group of soldiers were
camped and, on hearing the shots, rushed to the scene to
join the fighting. Three Americans were killed and eight
were wounded, while seven bandits were killed and seven
or more men were wounded. There were many incidents
of fighting and bandit raids, and even though it was
believed the bandits were a part of Pancho Villa's revolutionary soldiers, it was never definitely proven.
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THE COUNTIES
COUNTY OF SAN PATRICIO
On December 19, 1836, the Congress of the Republic
of Texas defined the extent of the new nation to include
the Mexican State of Texas and that part of Nuevo Santander and its successor, the Mexican State of Tamaulipas,
between the Nueces and the Rio Grande.
During the early days of the Republic, the precinct of
Patricio became the County of San Patricio. It was bounded on the south by the Rio Grande, on the east by the Gulf
of Mexico, on the north by the Nueces River and on the
west by a direct line from the upper Rio Grande corner of
the municipality of Laredo to the mouth of Moros Creek,
emptying into the Nueces.
Spanish and Mexican citizens referred to the area as
Desierto Muerto. The county's greatest natural feature was
El Sal del Key, a very important large salt lake supplying
Mexico and Texas with an ample supply of the precious
salt. The State of Texas reaffirmed the boundaries of the
Republic and created Nueces County out of San Patricio
County on April 18, 1846.
In 1848, Nueces County was subdivided to form Webb,
Starr and Cameron Counties.
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CAMERON COUNTY
After the entry of Texas into the Union, an American
army under General Zachary Taylor was sent to this area
in March, 1846, to secure the left bank of the Rio Grande
as the southern boundary. Taylor established a field fort
(later named Fort Brown). The opening battles of the Mexican War took place at Fort Brown, Palo Alto, and Resaca
de la Palma.
At the end of the war, Cameron County was created on
Feb. 12, 1848, out of Nueces County and provided with a
county seat located at Santa Rita. This was moved to
Brownsville the following year. The county was named
for the brave Captain Ewen Cameron who was the leader
of the Mier Expedition in 1843. Israel Bigelow was elected
the first County Judge of Cameron County in 1848.
In 1849 and 1850, California-bound gold seekers came
through the area, landing at Point Isabel and taking the
military road to the west. Some traveled through northern
Mexico to California, and some remained in the area to
become settlers, starting a new life in south Texas.
During the Civil War, caravans hauling cotton traversed
the county from north to south on their way to sell their
cotton in Matamoros and Bagdad. Other caravans brought
salt from La Sal Vieja and El Sal del Rey. Federal forces occupied the county in 1864, but it was later recaptured by
the Confederate forces. The last Battle of the Civil War
was fought at Palmito Ranch near Brownsville on May 13,
1865.
The deep water port near Brownsville with its international shipping facilities, and the very large and colorful
shrimp fleet have added to the growing economy of this
area. The development of South Padre Island as a first
class resort area has also contributed to the continued
growth of the area.
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HIDALGO COUNTY
First settled by the Spaniards, Hidalgo County was
created out of Cameron and Starr counties in 1852, and
Edinburgh (with an h as in Scotland) on the river was the
site chosen for the first county seat. E. D. Smith, a prominent merchant, suggested the name of Hidalgo to honor
the priest, Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla. He was a heroic
figure in Mexico's history, credited with the start of the
Revolution to free Mexico, which included Texas, from
Spanish rule.
In 1908, the county seat was moved because of the annual flooding of the river. Reportedly, the people voted
422 to 90 for the change of the county seat. There was
considerable opposition to the location selected and it was
rumored that an injunction would stop the move, so it had
to be done as soon as possible. The move was accomplished very quickly by moving the county records by oxcarts
at night to privately-owned land. The new county seat
was named Chapin for one of the landowners. Later the
name was changed to Edinburg.
El Sal del Rey, the "salt of the King", in the northeastern
part of the county, about 26 miles northeast of Edinburg,
has had an important part in the history of the state and
the county.
Under Spanish law, mineral rights belonged to the
Crown, and after Mexican independence from Spain in
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1821, the Mexican Republic retained state ownership of
minerals. With Texas independence in 1836, the Great
Salt Lake became a part of the Texas Republic.
The Indians of south Texas traveled to this lake for the
highly desired salt. The Spanish colonizers, as early as
1758, under Jose de Escandon, sent oxen carts to the lake
to obtain the valuable and badly needed salt. Shown on
old maps, a trail led from the Rio Grande to the salt lake.
With the Civil War, this source of salt became increasingly important. Governor Lubbock appointed an agent to
take possession of the lake, which he controlled for 18
months, until a raid by Federal troops destroyed the salt
works. In 1866, private possession of El Sal del Rey began
when the state relinquished all mineral rights to the landowners. Legal controversy over the ownership of this lake
played a significant role in the history of Texas mineral
law. With private ownership, salt continued to be mined
there until the 1930s.
Other historic sites of interest in the county are St.
Peter's Novitiate and La Lomita Mission, south of the
town of Mission.
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STARR COUNTY
The first settlement in this area was made in 1753 as a
part of Don Jose de Escandon's colony north of the Rio
Grande. The settlement, which included Carnestolendas, a
village of the Mission of San Agustin de Laredo, was at the
site that later would become Rio Grande City.
Parties of Indians or bandits often raided the villages
along the river, driving away livestock and stealing food
and supplies. The Indians also carried off women and
children.
Major William Emory, surveying the Mexican-United
States boundary for the government in about 1855,
remarked on the reefs of gigantic fossils of shellfish, trees
and plants that were exposed along the banks of the river.
Cowboys and other persons on the old Garcia Ranch
spoke of the fossilized logs.
There was a petrified forest in the area but most of it has
now been carried away to enhance private homes and
gardens.
The act creating Starr County out of Nueces County
was passed on Feb. 10, 1848, and Rio Grande City was
designated as the county seat.
The county was named for Dr. James Harper Starr of
the Republic of Texas. Starr married the daughter of
Samuel Johnson and was interested in legal questions of
land ownership. He served as Postmaster General for the
Confederacy. In 1870, he moved to Marshall where he
died in 1890.
One of the major tourist attractions is the International
Falcon Reservoir with its resort facilities for fishing in the
lake. The county also has a number of fine examples of
nineteenth-century Rio Grande border architecture.
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WILLACY COUNTY

TOWNS, COMMUNITIES AND GHOST TOWNS

On the coastal plain of south Texas, facing the Gulf of
Mexico, Willacy County is in the area first known to
white men. The region was occupied by Spanish colonizers in the 1780s and was a part of the large Spanish
land grant, San Juan de Carricitos. This was made to Jose
Narciso Cavazos, a colonist from central Mexico, on October 28, 1793. In 1948, some of theheirs still held part of
the original grant.
One of the chief resources of the area was La Sal Vieja,
about eight miles northwest of Raymondville. It is a salt
lake of high purity, which supplied south Texas and northern Mexico with salt in the early days. The lake covers
approximately 5,000 acres to a depth of 18 feet but salt is
no longer mined there. - «
In 1911, Willacy County was created from portions of
Cameron and Hidalgo counties and named for John G.
Willacy, a member of the Texas legislature who introduo
ed the bill asking for creation of the new county. Of
Texas' 254 counties, Willacy became its 253rd. A part of
the original county was cut off and named Kenedy County. Lamar Gill was the first county judge and Raymondville was designated as the county seat.

Did you ever wonder how some of our towns and communities received their names? Did you ever wonder about
those name signs along the highways for places that once
were towns but are no more?
This is a small attempt to record a few well-known
facts and some little-known facts about places in the Rio
Grande Valley that may be of interest. I hope you will enjoy these accounts and forgive the omissions, the errors
and the duplications of stories. Perhaps you have, special
information that you can add to this narrative. Please
write it down so it can be added to our knowledge of the
wonderful history of our great Valley.
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ABRAM: Hidalgo County. A river village, Abram is
near an ancient Moctezuma cypress tree, which has been
recognized by the American Forestry Association as the
largest tree of its kind in the continental United States. It is
the last of a large stand of trees that were cut down for
fuel and construction during the "Steamboat Era on the
Rio Grande." The town of Abram is located eight miles
southwest of Mission on the Old Military Highway at a
point off Highway 1427. The small town was first called
Ojo de Agua or "eye of water", for a fresh-water spring of
water.
After 1900, Abraham Dillard acquired land in the area
and settled there. It was probably after 1915 that the name
of the settlement was changed to Abram, which is Spanish
for Abraham. See Ojo de Agua.
ADAMS GARDENS: Cameron County. It is on
Business Highway 83. It supposedly gets more rain than
other areas of Cameron County.
ALAMO: Hidalgo County. Established by J. P. Blalock,
the town site was originally called Ebenezer, then
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Swallow, for C. H. Swallow, a land man from Nebraska.
"Swallow" became "Forum" briefly. When a good water
supply was not found, the town was moved to the east
and named Alamo for the giant cottonwood trees
although some people believe the town was named for the
San Antonio mission. Alamo is located on Porcion 72.
ALTON: Hidalgo County. About five miles north of
Mission, Alton was established as a stop on the San Benito
and Rio Grande Valley Railroad around 1910. It was named after the Alton Railroad, whose officials were from
Alton, Illinois. Today it is a thriving citrus and farming
community.
ARKANSAS CITY: Starr County. In the northeastern
part of the county, this was the supply point and shipping
center for the small farming area surrounding it. Arkansas
City was a center of cotton ginning in the 1930s, slowly
disappearing in the early '40s as cotton growing diminished in the area. It is east of Sun Oil Camp and south of San
Isidro.
ARROYO CITY: Cameron County. In the northern
part of the county, it was named for its location on the Arroyo Colorado. It was first settled by Mexican herders
who grazed their sheep along the arroyo in the early
1860s.
BARREDA: Cameron County. Celestino P. Barreda, a
Spaniard from Cuba, became a prominent Brownsville entrepreneur and land owner. In 1928, he subdivided an
11,000 acre tract on the Missouri Pacific line in southern
Cameron County. He engaged a sales representative in
Chicago who organized trainloads of prospective buyers
to the embryonic city of Barreda. They were lured by
generous owner-financing. The enterprise included a
handsome clubhouse with swimming pool. Many orchard
tracts were sold, but the onslaught of the great depression
prevented most of the buyers from continuing their

payments. The undertaking crashed heavily. (See
Russelltown).
BAYVIEW: Cameron County. The name came into use
when Lon C. Hill of Corpus Christi maintained a
clubhouse at the site not far from the old Box Ranch.
Members of the Hill family had charge of the farmland in
the area. The clubhouse, with a permanent chef and kitchen staff, was used to entertain V.I.P.'s from out of the
Valley and as a retreat by Hill. For many years, he was
president of the South Texas CPL Division. Fertile
deposits of alluvial soil brought on the successful development of citrus groves. The name Bayview came into
general use for the area at this time.
BEATRIZ: Hidalgo County. This was the old name of
East Donna, a Mexican settlement. It was named for Mrs.
Beatrice (or Beatriz) Hooks McClellan. Mr. Ruthven
bought the tract in 1909, subdivided it and sold it off. It
was first called Ruthven Addition and supposedly had a
post office.
BLALACK: Cameron County. This irrigated farming
community in the southern part of the county had a station on the St. Louis, Brownsville and Mexican Railroad.
Blalack school is located three miles east of the station.
BLUETOWN: Cameron County. On the Rio Grande in
the southwestern section of the county, near Santa Maria
on the old Military Road, the village consisted mostly of
adobe houses, surrounded by farms. It is believed that the
river front village attracted the notice of the military
forces serving along the Rio Grande during the bandit
disturbances because the houses were painted the same
shade of blue. The soldiers dubbed the long-existing settlement Bluetown. In the 1930s, it was notorious for the
number of outlaws and smugglers living there.
BROWNSVILLE: Cameron County. Santa Rita was the
first county seat. The first meeting of the Commissioners
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Court was held there on September 11, 1848. Shortly
after that, the county seat was moved to Brownsville,
located in Cameron County on the San Juan de Carricitos
Grant on the Rio Grande River. Brownsville has had an interesting past and played an important part in the history
of the state.
Located about 25 miles from the mouth of the Rio
Grande river, opposite Matamoros, Mexico, Brownsville
is the southernmost city in Texas., Wild horses roamed
over the prairie and Indians of several different tribes were
numerous. In 1846,
there was only a
village consisting
of a dozen or so jacahs
(small
thatched-roof huts)
and small houses.
At this time, General Zachary Taylor established a fort
which was first called Fort Taylor, then Fort Texas. On
May 9, 1846, the name was changed to Fort Brown,
honoring the gallant Major Jacob Brown. He was killed
defending the fort during the Mexican War and was the
only one killed in the battle of May 9th.
In 1848, Charles Stillman, a New England merchant
purchased over two thousand acres of the area and proceeded to have it surveyed, then began to lay out streets
and lots, which sold for $300. He named the main street
Elizabeth for his bride-to-be, Elizabeth Goodrich, St. Francis Street after his father, and St. Charles Street for
himself.
About 1849, John James Audubon, the great American
naturalist, visited Brownsville on his way to California and
studied the birds of the area. General Robert E. Lee was
well known in Brownsville and Fort Brown when he was a
colonel on the Texas Frontier in the 1850s. U. S. Grant

served on the border as a young lieutenant before he
became the U. S. commanding general in the Civil War.
After being incorporated January 24, 1850, the charter
was amended several times when Brownsville became the
county seat of Cameron County. The first courthouse was
a brick building on Elizabeth Street, then a very handsome
building was erected in 1886. This courthouse was sold to
the Masonic Association in 1912 when the county needed
considerably more room and the building is still used by
this organization.
Lt. William Crawford Gorgas was sent to Fort Brown in
Brownsville to assist in treating the townspeople, army
personnel and their families during the disastrous yellow
fever epidemic of 1882. There were nearly 2,300 sick or
dying in this small town. The cause of yellow fever was
unknown but Gorgas began to study this dread disease
while stationed in Brownsville, and began to suspect the
cause. He later worked with Walter Reed in Cuba and
Panama and learned that the true cause was the viruscarrying sttgomyia mosquito. Knowing the cause they were
able to eliminate both the breeding of this mosquito and
the terrible disease.
The Mexican War had its origin with two battles very
near the city, Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma.
Brownsville was bombarded heavily from Mexico. The
last battle of the Civil War was fought nearby, as the commander of the fort had not heard of Robert E. Lee's surrender.
The famous Chisholm Trail was named for Jesse
Chisholm, a halfbreed Cherokee who began the famous
cattle trail. The southern end of this trail is in Brownsville.
In Noyember, 1928, the little ferry boats which had
crossed the Rio Grande for almost a century were discontinued. A large steel bridge had been built across the river.
Col. Charles Lindbergh piloted the first mail plane from
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Mexico City and landed in Brownsville in 1929.
There are many exciting chapters in the history of
Brownsville, such as the problems with Cortina, the bands
of roving bandits, cattle thefts, the raid on the town in
1906 by colored soldiers, and the troubled times of 1910
through 1916. The military fort disbanded after a long
and significant service to the Rio Grande Valley.
CALABOZ: Cameron County. Located between La
Paloma and Ranchito, it is south of San Benito on the old
Military Highway.
CAMPO ALTO: Hidalgo County. The name means
high country.
CANTU: Hidalgo County. This community north of
Mission at the intersection of Highways 107 and 2221 was
founded March 17, 1913.
CAPOTE: Hidalgo County. Three and a half miles up
the river from the town of Hidalgo, this small community
was the site where Mexican bandits attacked a half company of U.S. infantry on October 29, 1915. The first attack was at 1:30 a.m. and the second about daybreak but
there were no losses on either side. After the Capote raid,
four of the bandits galloped through the town of Hidalgo.
Before the soldiers stationed there could intercept them,
the bandits left on the McAllen Road which led to the
Military Road and so escaped.
CARRICITOS: Cameron County. Located on the Old
Military Highway, it was named by ranchers before the
Civil War and is southwest of San Benito. Since this was
on the road between Brownsville and Rio Grande City,
Confederate troops camped there several times. The name
is derived from the original Spanish land grant, Concepcion de Carricitos.
Carrizos, Spanish for reeds or canes, was the name given
by the Spaniards to a group of Indians who lived in houses
with the frames covered by canes or reeds. The Carrizo
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Indians were first recorded in 1757 in the eastern part of
the delta, living near a salt lake, later called El Sal del Rey
by the Spanish, in what is now Hidalgo County. The name
Carrizos was applied to various remnants of several
unrelated Indian groups along the Rio Grande delta.
In 1791, the Conde de Sierra Gorda noted that some of
the Carrizos had assisted the Spaniards against raiding Indians from the north, probably Apaches. The Carrizo Indians used a language similar to that spoken by the
Cotonames. The native name of Carrizos was Pajasequeis.
CASAS BLANCAS: Starr County. Means "white
Houses."
CAVAZOS: Cameron County. A farming community
on the Rio Grande in the central part of the county, it was
settled by Mexican ranchers in the late 1890s. It was also
called Villa Cavazos on an old map. Irrigation in 1910 has
made the area one of intensive diversified agriculture.
CHIHUAHUA: Hidalgo County. It is near Cuevitas on
the river at Ramon Vela's ranch, west of Mission, which
was named for a state in Mexico. In 1914, a skirmish occurred between American National Guardsmen and men
that were believed to be a
part of Pancho Villa's army.
Rex Beach wrote about this
incident in his famous
novel, Heart of The
Sunset.
CIPRES: Hidalgo County. A small community and
post office in the northwestern part of the county,
it is located north of the
p r e s e n t Puerto Rico.
Nothing remains except a
lew trees that were called
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cypress, but are probably the salt-cedar trees, or athol, that
grow well in the area. In the early 1900s on the Rancho
Tale Perez, the land was subdivided for farming, and in
1909, J. H. Hinojosa planted "cypress" trees around a commissary and supply store. A post office was granted in
1915 and the spelling was changed to "Cipres".
In 1925, Fabian Hinojosa asked that the Post Office,
opened in 1913 at the Santa Rita ranch and operated by
Josefa Garza, be moved to the Gipres ranch. It then
became known as the Cipres Post Office. Mail was first
delivered by horseback twice a week, then by buggy
three times a week, and later by automobile.
Jacinta Hinojosa was named postmistress in 1925 and
served until the post office was closed on May 13, 1955.
Descendants of the first Hinojosa still live in the area.
CITRUS CITY: Hidalgo County. West of Edinburg on
Highway 2221 and northwest of Mission, Citrus City was
first known as Judd City when it was founded Oct. 26,
1948. After Dr. Judd developed a large area of citrus
groves, it became known as Citrus City.
CLARKSVILLE: Cameron County. This small town, a
child of the Mexican War and a pawn in the Civil War,
was near the mouth of the mighty Rio Grande, opposite
the Mexican city of Bagdad. William H. Clark was a boat
captain on the Mississippi River when his boat was
chartered to take supplies for General Taylor's army on
the Rio Grande during the Mexican War. Although not a
soldier, he was made superintendent of the army post at
Clarksville.
After the army was disbanded, he set up a country store
and acted as agent for the steamship lines. The town grew
and prospered with its wooden one-story whitewashed
houses built on stilts to be above high water. Even the
customs house was of this type.
In the early part of the Civil War, the town thrived on
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the trade of the Confederate blockade-runners, but in
1863 it was captured by the Federals who held it most of
the time until the end of the war. The Americans fled to
Bagdad, across the river. The last battle of the Civil War
was fought about four miles up the river at White's ranch.
Although the war was over, the residents of Clarksville
were always in danger of bandit raids and often lived in
fear of their lives. In 1868, three customs men were killed
during a bandit raid. In 1867, Clarksville was almost
destroyed by a hurricane but survived during the days of
the river steamers. In 1872, a railway was built from
Brownsville to Point Isabel which affected the trade of
Clarksville very seriously. Severe storms in 1874 and 1886
left not a vestige of the once-thriving towns of Clarksville,
Bagdad or Brazos de Santiago. Only a clean swept beach
was left.
CLOSNER: Hidalgo County. The second railroad station beyond Mission, the community was named for John
Closner, Sheriff of the county in about 1905.
COMBES: Cameron County. When the construction of
the railroad reached Mile 111 in April, 1904, the site was
named after Dr. Joe Combes of Brownsville, first local
surgeon of the new railroad.
On this day, the Mexican laborers went on strike
because of a 25 cent cut in wages. New workers were
secured but they demanded that their pay be in pesos. A
post office was opened in 1915. Dr. Combes rode through
bandit-infested wilderness to attend a critically wounded
member of the James Dishman family and he stayed for
several weeks caring for the man and is credited with saving his life. Combes was located at the site of the old James
Pishman Ranch which had been homesteaded in 1893.
COMO SE LLAMA: Willacy County. This name survived as the name of a large community on the vast
( jvazos Ranch on the San Juan de Carricitos Spanish land
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grant near where Lyford was established with the arrival
of the railroad.
It was first called Como Se Llaman (What is their name)
for a group of Indians living about 35 miles north of the
Rio Grande, between Carricitos and El Sal del Rey. First
recorded in 1772, these were among the Indian groups
who visited Reynosa, then in 1794 were said to be living
on a Spanish grant known as Las Mestenas y Petitas y La
Abra. Later, in 1798, the Count of Sierra Gorda reported
they were living at a place known as Las Norias. Jean Louis
Berlandier in 1824 stated the Como Se Llamans were living in small huts near Reynosa and roamed the countryside in search of food.
On July 2, 1864, the 2nd Texas Cavalry report mentioned a meeting with Lt. Col. Showalter at Como Se Llama.
They remained there for a day to dry beef and select the
best horses in order to continue on the road to
Brownsville.
COWGILL: Cameron County. A flag station on the San
Benito & Rio Grande Valley Railroad, it was named for an
employee and served from the early 1920s to about 1930.
The citrus fruit, cotton and livestock produced in the area
were sent to market at San Benito.
CUEVITAS: Hidalgo County. Meaning "little caves," it
was so named because the first settlers had to make their
homes in caves to escape murder by the Indians. It is
believed to be two hundred years old and was once a
stagecoach station. It is located eighteen miles below Rio
Grande City.
On December 26, 1859, "Rip" Ford and his ninety men
camped there overnight while pursuing the outlaw, Juan
Nepomucino Cortina. The Texians were outnumbered by
Cortina's men by more than six to one, but Ford had great
confidence in his men. On an 1890 map it was shown as
Las Cuevas.
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DELFINA: Hidalgo County. This was a post office in
the northern part of the county on the Laguna Seca Ranch
as early as 1895. It was named for the daughter of
Macedonio Vela, and the word means "that is fine."
The Laguna Seca Ranch, about 15 miles north of Edinburg, was established by Macedonio Vela and his wife,
Mercedes, in 1867. At that time, he bought 4,428 acres
from John McAllen and his wife, Salome, out of the Santa
Anita Spanish land grant.
Mr. R. A. Marsh was the first teacher at the Laguna Seca
school in 1894 and also served as postmaster at Delfina
since the school and post office were in the same building.
Laguna Seca also has its own family cemetery.
The Laguna Seca Ranch, operated by the owner, Reynaldo Vela, is honored with a Texas Historical Marker.
DELMITA: Starr County. Near the Hidalgo County
line, it is a rural community serving the surrounding ranching community. Formerly known as Zaragosa, an early
settler, Niceforo G. Pena, named the town by combining
the initials of the names of his seven sons.
A letter from the Postmaster General read as follows,
"The name of the post office at Zaragoza, Starr County,
Texas, on star route No. 50734, has been changed to
Delmita, effective May 1, 1931."
DONNA: Hidalgo County. It was a station on the St.
Louis, Brownsville and Mexican Railroad. In 1904, Donna
Hooks was amazed to see a sign being hung at the railroad
station with the name of the town as Donna. Uriah Lott
had suggested the town should be named after the
daughter of T. J. Hooks, one of the charter members of the
townsite founders. It is located on the Mexican Land
Grant, La Blanca.
Water for the townspeople had to be hauled by wagon
f r o m Lyford and it sold for fifty cents per barrel.
Donna Hooks Fletcher had the honor of being the first
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woman passenger to ride a railroad train out of the Valley.
She urgently needed to visit a sick relative in Beaumont
and it would have taken her several weeks to travel out of
the Valley by stagecoach. Sam Robertson, with the
railroad, finally agreed to let her ride in an empty boxcar
with a bucket of water, a cot, pillows, and sandwiches. He
locked the door for her safety. She arrived in Robstown
safely the next morning. Donna Hooks Fletcher played a
prominent part in the development of the town and a
museum now bears her name.
The Donna American Legion Post 107, built in 1920, is
the oldest Legion Post building in the world that was actually built and owned by a Legion Post.
R. F. Cummings bought and remodeled a frame house
in 1928 and 1929 by bringing petrified logs of trees from
the Roma area which he .used to cover the exterior and used much of the interesting wood in the interior. The house
was very distinctive and became a showplace of the area.
DREAMLAND: Starr County. See Santa Cruz in Starr
County.
EBENEZER: Hidalgo County. See Alamo.
EDCOUCH: Hidalgo County. This town was
developed in the eastern part of the county in 1926 by
E.C. Couch, a Weslaco banker and local landowner, as a
stop on the Texas and New Orleans (T & NO) Railroad. It
received its name from the developer, Ed Couch. It is
located on the Spanish land grant of La Feria.
EDINBURG: Hidalgo County. The first county seat
was in the town of Hidalgo and was subject to flooding
every year from the Rio Grande. One courthouse was
completely washed away in a flood.
In October of 1908, the people of the county voted to
move the county seat from Hidalgo to a site near the
center of the county which was owned by John Closner
and Wm. F. Sprague. They donated four blocks in the

center of the townsite to be used for the county square on
which to build the courthouse. They named the proposed
town, Chapin, for the incumbent County Judge. The day
before the election, Judge Chapin resigned to avoid any
question of fraud as he was the attorney for the group and
owned land in the same area. The townsite company was
named Closner, Chapin and Sprague.
There was opposition from the citizens to the move and
an injunction was requested of the court. To forestall this,
the proponents saw that they must move fast if they
wanted to establish the town on their property. Early in
the morning of the fourteenth a wagon caravan, loaded
with the county records, was on the way to the new site.
When they arrived safely, a big celebration took place as
the records were placed in tents. A temporary frame
building was used until a fine courthouse was erected in
the center of the square. The courthouse and nearby jail
were constructed of brick with white stucco and red tile
roofs, and completed in 1910.
Judge Chapin was involved in a murder in San Antonio,
therefore the Commissioners' Court, in 1911, thought it
best to change the name of the young town to "Edinburg"
without the final "h".
In 1954, a new courthouse was built on one side of the
square, and the old courthouse demolished. The jail
building survived and now serves the area as an historical
museum. An important asset to Edinburg is the University
of Texas, Pan American which serves all of south Texas.
EL CENTRO: Starr County. Trinidad M. Valverde purchased three acres of land from a doctor who called his
ranch Cuatro Milpas. This was at a T intersection between
I V'lmita and San Isidro. Valverde established a grocery
store .about 1928 and soon added a gasoline station. He
li.id electricity and a telephone. His small complex was the
business center for this rural area so he named it El Centre.
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During an oil boom in the 1930s, El Centre had a pharmacy, Zarsky's Lumber Co. and oil well supply stores.
With World War II, rationing and short supplies, the community began to decline.
EL GATO: Hidalgo County. Juan Jose Trevino was the
original grantee of El Gato grant, where the community
was established about one and three-fourths miles south of
the Border Road between Donna and Alamo.
Since 1917, Crisoforo Molina has lived there with his
family that he brought from Mexico. He owned the majority of the land. Mail was delivered from Donna since
there was not a post office. The 20 or so houses there were
forced to move when the land became swampy from
drainage from the Donna Lake and the people relocated
just to the north and west side of the original community.
Five to six hundred people lived there in 1917 and for
awhile afterward.
ELS A: Hidalgo County. Ten miles east of Edinburg, this
town was settled by Mexican ranchers before 1800 and by
Anglo-Americans beginning in 1908. On a vacant stretch
of land on March 2,1927, an auction was held to sell town
lots. The result was that the townsite was laid out and
named for Mrs. Elsa George, the wife of a landowner,
William George. It was called the "Miracle City" because
of its rapid growth.
EL SAUZ: Starr County. A rural community northwest
of Rio Grande City served as a local supply center for ranches of the area. El Sauz is a Spanish word meaning "weeping willow".
EL SAUZ: Willacy County. About 15 miles east of
Raymondville, this was one of the divisions of the King
Ranch. It was established about 1852 on the bay and
rebuilt eight miles inland after the storm of 1882. It also
served as a stage stop between Brownsville, Alice and San
Antonio. In 1904, the post office was moved to Raymond64

ville but the community had a school and continued to
serve as a supply center for the ranch workers.
ESCOBARES: Starr County. This is a small community
on the Rio Grande in the southern part of the county in
the Roma area and was named for the Escobares family.
EVERETTSVILLE: Starr County.
FALCON VILLAGE: Starr County. In the western part
of the county, it was founded in 1949 and named for the
International Falcon Reservoir. It has become a popular
resort and fishing area.
FAYS CORNER: Hidalgo County. It is on the old
Military, Highway and Highway 281.
FAYSVILLE: Hidalgo County. A small community,
named for Fay, the wife of P.S (Pat) Devine who laid out
the townsite about 1920 on 100 acres he owned. Pat
Devine was county engineer. It is located north of Edinburg on Highway 281.
FERNANDO: Cameron County. It was settled by Mexican ranchers who found the Arroyo Colorado area
suitable for small patches of corn and melons and herds of
cattle. The village, originally called San Fernando, became
a station on the San Benito and Rio Grande Railroad in the
early 1900s. The railroad has been discontinued and the
village deserted.
FILIGONIA: Willacy County. The Missouri Texas
Land and Irrigation Co. developed the townsite in 1912,
dug a water well and built a clubhouse to house and enterlain prospective buyers. This was on Farm to Market Road
490 on the west Willacy County line. People began to settle on farms, started a school, a church and two stores with
.1 post office.
The post office department changed the last "o" in
I'iligonio to an "a" and so it remained. Bandit troubles
began after 1913 and soldiers were stationed there to proIcrt the citizens. During a bandit raid, Filigonio Cuellar for
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whom the town had been named, was killed.
Apparently because of these troubles, and a severe
drought, the people began to move away and the town
did not survive. A few families remained as long as there
was a post office.
FORUM : Hidalgo County. See Alamo.
FRONTON: Starr County. Founded about 1770, Fronton is in the southwestern part of the county. The name is
said to have been derived from a solid rock bank on the
Rio Grande, downstream and across from the community.
The rock bank was called El Acha but later became known
as Fronton.
GARCIA: Cameron County. In the 1890s, it was settled
by ranchers in the southern part of the county near La
Paloma and named for a pioneer landowner.
GARCIASVILLE: Starr County. Ramon Garcia and his
wife, Francisca, from Mier and Camargo, came to the area
about 1839 and settled there. The village was called Los
Garcias de Abajo and later became known as Garciasville.
The first postmaster was Federico Saenz and the first
teacher at the school was Juan Porras. There were several
stores and the first brick house built is still there. Ranchers
of the area secured their supplies at the stores. When the
people received warning that raiding Indians were approaching, they quickly fled to Mexico for safety.
GARCENO: Starr County. A rural community on the
Rio Grande it was named for an early settler. It was
established as an outgrowth of Jose de Escandon's colony
and since 1753 had been a supply point for Mexican ranchers.
GRANJENO: Hidalgo County. A small settlement on
the river near Mission, Granjeno was established in 1767
during the era of the Royal Spanish Land Grants. The
name is taken from a small tree that has small orange berries which are edible and are very attractive to birds. Old

gravestones indicate the cemetery was in use from the late
1700s to the present time.
HARGILL: Hidalgo County. The Missouri Texas Land
and Irrigation Company owned 60,000 acres in 1912.
Senderos (roads) were cleared across every half mile of the
Providencia Ranch. His son, Jesus Saldana, started a school
there in 1904 and brought Margarita Villarreal from
was then purchased by W. A. Harding and Lamar Gill of
Raymondville who laid out the townsite of Hargill which
was a combination of their names. The Missouri Pacific
railroad was constructed from Raymondville to Hargill, to
Edcouch and to Edinburg with passenger service. This
brought people to live there and soon various businesses
sprang up. A school was soon started. The town dwindled
in size after the depression, a severe drought and other
problems, but it continues to survive.
HARLINGEN: Cameron County. Lon C. Hill had the
vision of a true pioneer and a dream of being a part of
developing the Valley. He persuaded B. F. Yoakum of the
Missouri Pacific Railroad system to build a railroad from
Corpus Christi to Brownsville with a branch line going
through the Valley. This junction was where Lon C. Hill
built his home, barn and corrals that were used as Texas
Ranger headquarters. It soon became known as "SixShooter Junction". A large mesquite tree in front of the
ranger camp was used as a jail. Offenders were chained to
it until they could be moved to a permanent jail in another
town. An historical marker indicates the location where
the Prisoner's Tree once stood. The train men christened
the townsite "Rattle-snake Junction".
Providencia, Texas, was named as the birthplace of
Josefa Saldana Contreras in 1886, a descendant of Francisco Saldana. He had bought land in the area known as La
Providencia Ranch. His son, Jesus Saldana, started a school
there in 1904 and brought Margarita Villarreal from
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Brownsville as the teacher. The Lon C. Hill children, the
Saldana and the Lozano children all attended this school.
Miss Villarreal recalled the excitement of her pupils when
the first train came roaring through the brush! Later Harlingen named her "First Teacher of Harlingen."
Providencia was famed for a well of sweet water which
supplied much of Harlingen's early water supply. A sendero
(road) was cut from east to west from the well, and this
later became Harrison Boulevard. On June 24, 1904, the U. S. Post Office department
granted a permit for a post office at Harlingen.
April 15,, 1910 marked the official founding of Harlingen due to the efforts of Lon C. Hill. He chose the name
to honor his friend, Col. Uriah Lott and Lett's grandmother who were of Dutch descent. She was born Eliza
Van Harlingen in 1783 in the town named for her family
in Holland.
The years of 1915 to 1917 were a turbulent time for the
town. Bandits terrorized the area, driving many citizens
away for good, but others arrived and the town has thrived since then.
For many years, Harlingen was the home of the famous
Confederate Air Force. The members are dedicated to
preserving "combat aircraft flown by Americans, our
Allies and our Enemies."
Harlingen was honored by being chosen as the site for
the erection of the original cast of the Raising of the Flag
at Iwo Jima. Dr. Felix de Weldon had been commissioned
to create the 135-ton structure to be placed in Arlington
Cemetery. This original cast had been stored for 27 years
at great expense to the government. Now in Harlingen it
can be enjoyed by all who visit the park. One of the
Marines shown raising the flag is modeled after Corporal
Harlan Block of Weslaco, part of the group appearing in
the original photo from which the sculpture was designed.

HAVANA: Hidalgo County. Jose Matias Tijerina, an
early pioneer, named the settlement for Havana, Cuba,
which he probably visited on his trip to Mexico by way of
the Caribbean. Tijerina was one of the original grantees of
Reynosa in 1749, but it was 1767 before he was officially
granted Porcion 46 on which the settlement of Havana
now lies.
An early pioneer, Patricio Perez, enlisted in the Union
army instead of the Confederate army, during the Civil
War. He enlisted as a horseman on December 10, 1863, at
the age of 32, was discharged at the age of 35. Perez died
on October 30, 1908, at the age of 77 and was buried in
the Havana cemetery. His descendants still live in the area.
In the 1970s, the ghost town came alive again when it
was re-constructed to be used in the filming of the movie
based on the novel She Came To The Valley by Cleo
Dawson. Only deserted buildings and a dry swimming
pool are now left in this ghost town west of Mission on
Highway 83.
HEIDELBERG: Hidalgo County. It is on Highway
1425, northeast of Mercedes, and is in the Mercedes
school district. A grocery store has been there since 1910.
Benjamin Garcia, a citizen, helped everyone in the community and was well known. The old school house was
moved about a block and is now used as a church.
HICKLEY: Hidalgo County. It is south of McAllen.
HIDALGO: Hidalgo County. Fifty-eight miles northwest of Brownsville on the Military or River Road, opposite Reynosa, on Porcion 63, the town of Hidalgo was
first called "La Habitacion," or "San Luisito", and was inhabited as early as 1774 during the early colonization of
the area by members of the Jose de Escandon colony. A
ferry operated on the river to Reynosa.
In 1851, John Young founded a trading post with E. D.
Smith and John McAllen. When Hidalgo County was
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formed in 1852, the settlement became the first county
seat and was named for John Young's native city of Edinburgh, Scotland. In 1876, the name of the town was
changed to Hidalgo, although both names were often used
for many years. In 1908, the county seat was moved to
another site because of severe flooding from the river.
Texas Rangers and U. S. troops were stationed there as
late as 1915. The town is an important cross-roads into
Mexico.
In 1933, the town was known as the "Portal City To
Mexico."
HOIT: Hidalgo County. J. W. Hoit bought land above
McAllen after the railroad came through in 1905 and planned a townsite on it. He was involved with John J. Conway in Mission, but disappeared under rather strange circumstances in San Antonio. It was said that he was preparing to testify against the land baron, W. E. Stewart, in
Federal Court.
HOLDER: Willacy County. In the southwestern part of
the county, it was named for William H. Holder, bookkeeper for Will Harding and Lamar Gill when they cleared
and sold the surrounding lands of the area. This was a
siding on the St. Louis Brownsville and Mexico Railroad.
HOLLY BEACH: Cameron County. North of Laguna
Vista, it was founded with the intention of establishing a
resort townsite.
HOMEVILLE: Hidalgo County. In the western part of
the county between La Joya and Penitas. This small town
had its first paved street in 1990.
HORTENSE: Hidalgo County.
JUDD CITY: Hidalgo County. This was the proposed
site of a town north of McCook. (See Citrus City.)
JUNIOR: Cameron County. It is two miles northwest
of La Paloma, and is an irrigated farming community with
a station on the Missouri-Pacific Railroad.

KELLER'S CORNER: Cameron County. South of
Brownsville on Highway 3068.
KELSEY: Starr County. It was also known as the Kelsey
Bass Camp, located in the north east corner of the county.
It was established by the Humble Oil Company to provide living facilities for their employees involved in oil
and gas operations in the area. Over one hundred families
lived there until it was abandoned in about 1960. It was
named for an early pioneer in Starr County, John Peter
Kelsey, who moved to Rio Grande City in 1849 with his
family.
KRETSON: Cameron County. Four miles east of San
Benito, this community came into being as a vegetable
shipping station on the San Benito and Rio Grande Valley
Railroad.
LA BLANCA: Hidalgo County. T. J. Hooks and A. F.
Hester bought 13,000 acres of land in the eastern part of
the county, east of Elsa, from John Closner at $1.25 per
acre. With oxen, they dragged in a pump and boiler with
which to irrigate the land. They named the settlement "La
Blanca" for the La Blanca Ranch which had been established on the Gil Zarate Survey before 1800. John Closner
took an option from John McAllen for 13,000 acres of
land at $1.00 per acre. He sold the contract to a group of
men who formed the La Blanca Agricultural Co. This is in
the Llano Grande Grant in Hidalgo County and apparently the town was founded in 1927.
LA CASITA: Starr County. Jose Maria built a small jacal
and the area became known as La Casita, the little house.
At one time, there were about 1,000 people living in the
village and on the surrounding farms. About 1930, there
was a church and a school which was located between La
Casita and Garciasville.
LA FERIA: Cameron County. The Spanish land grant of
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"La Feria" gave its name to the town in 1908. Its first depot
was stolen from a proposed station on the railroad named
Bixby, which never developed. It was first called "The
Village Beautiful" but was incorporated in 1915 as La
Feria. The town grew quickly with a post office, hotel and
several stores. (See Texas' First Cattle Queen for more information on La Feria).
LA GLORIA: Starr County. A busy community west of
San Isidro, it is at the intersection of Highways 1017 and
755.
LA GRULLA: Starr County. This is an old town which
once occupied both banks of the Rio Grande and received
its name, which means "crane", from the presence of
many of those large birds that migrate through the area.
LAGUNA HEIGHTS: Cameron County. On Laguna
Madre Bay between Port Isabel and Laguna Vista.
LAGUNA SECA: Hidalgo County. See Delfina.
LAGUNA VISTA: Cameron County. It was named for
the beautiful view and the location on the Laguna Madre,
and was settled by early Mexican salt traders who
transported salt through the region to northern Mexico.
Legend has it that Jean Lafitte, the pirate and buccaneer,
sailed out of Galveston in 1821 and anchored off what is
now Laguna Vista. The legend also has it that Lafitte and
his privateer crew stayed there long enough to dig a fifteen foot deep water well which exists to this day. This
well also served Zachary Taylor and his soldiers during
the Mexican War. Treasure hunters believe Lafitte buried
a cache of gold coins on the island at the time of this visit.
This was a part of the original land grant of Santa
Ysabel, given by Mexico to Rafael Garcia in 1829. The
Laguna Vista Club, a Brownsville Corporation started in
1907, owned a choice waterfront parcel of land. The Club
sold this 10,000 acres in 1938 to Robert F. Roloff and his
father, Robert W. Roloff. It soon became a town with sub-

dividing that started in 1907 with some St. Louis investors
and residents. Robert Roloff called it the "Destined City of
Tomorrow."
LAHOMA: Hidalgo County. A citrus community west
of Alton.
LA JOYA: Hidalgo County. It is in the south-western
part of the county, and received its name from a nearby
lake which the Spanish ranchers called "The Jewel". This
settlement was occupied by ranchers who settled the area
as early as 1750. A railroad station and post office were
established in 1904.
LA LEONA: Cameron County. In the northeastern part
of the county, it is located on Highway 1847. Antonio
Atkinson received a grant of 1,000 acres out of the larger
grant in Cameron County on which he raised cattle. The
night he brought his bride to their new home, he killed a
female Mexican lion. The bride, Maria Elena Chapa, suggested that they name the place La Leona after the lion.
There was an Atkinson family cemetery on the land when
the railroad arrived about 1903 or 1904.
LANDRUM: Cameron County. Located five miles
southwest of San Benito, at the juncture of the Military
Highway and State 2520, the Landrum ranch was a stop
on the Spiderweb Railroad in the early 1900s. Named for
James Landrum, landowner and developer, this crossroads
settlement served as a supply point for the diversified
farming area.
LANTANA: Cameron County. Three miles south of
Rio Hondo, Lantana was established as a switch and
loading station on the Texas and New Orleans Railroad.
The San Benito Irrigation Canal turned the former ranching area into a productive farming region. Lantana is the
name of a wild bush with beautiful orange and yellow
blooms.
LA PALOMA: Cameron County. It was established as a
station on the San Benito and Rio Grande Valley Railroad
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in the early 1900s, on the Military Road south of San
Benito. Manuel Saldana, an early land-owner, operated a
general store and named the community for the many
doves found in the motts of oak, willows and huisache
nearby.
LA REFORMA: Hidalgo County. In 1898, Cayetano
Barrera and Arcadio Guerra, brothers-in-law, purchased
adjoining acreages in the San Jose Grant in the northwest
corner of Hidalgo County. The neighboring ranches and
communities were usually named for saints, but this community was given the name La Reforma (The Reformation).
Before the families could move to their new ranches,
much work had to be done, so Arcadio and Cayetano
went ahead. They cleared brush, dug a water well and
constructed a large stone water tank, half on the Barrera
land and half on the Guerra land. Then they built their
houses and were able to bring their two families there.
The Guerra and Barrera families still maintain their interest in the area.
LA SARA: Willacy County. West of Raymondville, it
was named for Laura, wife of W. A. Harding and Sara,
wife of Lamar Gill. Harding and Gill were the developers
of the area.
LAS ESCOBAS: Starr County. This is a ranching area
along the Valley of Los Olmos River in Starr County, and
was named for the broom grass that grows along the
valley. The early settlers were a part of the migration from
Jose de Escandon's Spanish colony at Mier. The village has
become one of the Valley's ghost towns.
LAS MILPAS: Hidalgo County. The name means the
"fields." On highway 281, four miles south of Pharr, Las
Milpas is an aggregate of colonias. The area was owned by
J. Connaly Kelly and Joe Danner. In September of 1946,
Mr. Danner sold the first lot to Augustine Martinez. Since
then the area has continued to grow in population and in

1986 Pharr annexed Las Milpas and now provides the area
with city services.
LAS RUSIAS: Cameron County. Thirty miles northwest of Brownsville on the old Military Road, this community was the scene of a military skirmish on June 25,
1864 between Federal troops and Confederate troops
under the command of Colonel John S. Ford. About 200
of Ford's men were engaged in the action, and their losses
were three killed and four wounded, while the Federal
losses were twenty killed, ten or twelve wounded and
thirty-six prisoners taken. Many escaped the fighting by
swimming the river into Mexico. Among the three killed
of Ford's company were Sergeant Cockerel and Hijinio
Sanchez of Captain Refugio Benavides' battalion. They
fought from jacales, from a large brick building, and from
behind a large pile of bricks.
At the site is a historical marker commemorating this
event. The old church nearby is of great interest because
of the simple but massive architecture and it is still used
for services. This seems to be mainly a farming community.
LAS YESCAS: Cameron County. In the northern area
of the county,on FM 106, this school and church community is six miles east of Rio Hondo. In earlier days,
young people from Brownsville attended dances there.
Yesca is the name of a plant with a root that can be used as
a tinder or punk to start a fire using a flint, the fruit being
called "senabean." It is likely that this settlement was on
the stage coach route to Paso Real on the Arroyo Colorado.
LA TINA: Cameron County. This small community on
FM 106 was named for the large water tank.
LAURELES: Cameron County. In the south-central section of the county, it is about fourteen miles east of San
Benito on the San Benito & Rio Grande Railroad.
LA VILLA: Hidalgo County. Two miles east of
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Edcouch, in the eastern area of the county, the town is
located in the Spanish land grant called Llano Grande. It is
supposed to have been settled by Mexican ranchers about
1750. With the coming of the railroads, American farmers
began settling in the area about 1907, and it soon became
a shipping point. The name means "little village." It acquired a post office in 1927.
LELLAN: Cameron County. On the Resaca Rancho
Viejo, it had a Latin-American population engaged in ranching and irrigated farming. The community received
mail from San Benito. By 1948, the village had disappeared.
LINN: Hidalgo County. Judge Walter M. Doughty in
1927 named the proposed townsite for his son, Linn, who
was killed in a train accident when he was 22 years old. It
is 18 miles north of Edinburg. A depot and post office
were built near the railroad, with a store and cotton gin
nearby owned by Arcadio Guerra, but the post office has
since been moved to a site on Highway 281. Even though
streets and lots had been laid out, the town did not
develop, the depot is gone and trains no longer pass that
way. During the 1920s and early 1930s, it was an important shipping point for cattle that were sent north to the
markets.
LLANO GRANDE: Hidalgo County. The name means
"Great Plains" or "Prairie." The Llano Grande Switch was
on the St. Louis, Brownsville and Mexico Railroad line,
and was originally built in 1916 to serve the Llano Grande
Encampment of the National Guard troops. These troops
were sent to the Valley in 1915-1916 to halt the Mexican
bandit raids.
There was a corrugated iron
building used as a theatre and
called A-MUZ-U, Llano Grande Theatre. There
TM
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was also a Western Union office, and numerous small
stores and houses. The depot was simply a palm covered
hut. See Weslaco.
LOPEZVILLE: Hidalgo County. South of Edinburg, it
is on the San Juan Road, also called I Road, about 31/2
miles north of Pharr-San Juan. The area was owned by
"Tiny" Haggard and the Gonzalez-Zamora Lumber Company. Alberto Lopez purchased the first lots, built his
home and opened a grocery store in the early 1950s. In
1967, the Catholic Church moved the little white clapboard San Juan Mission to Lopezville. The Mission architecture is unusual and is described as Carpenter Gothic.
The Mission is important because it originally housed the
now famous La Virgen de San Juan.
LOS COYOTES: Willacy County. It is located on FM
507 in the south central part of the county.
LOS EBANOS: Hidalgo County. West of Mission on
Highway 83, the village is near Sullivan City, a few miles
south of Samfordyce. It was established by settlers from
Mexico at an early date and received its name from the
two large ebony trees that overhang the river on the north
bank at the ford. One of the giant ebony trees has served
as an anchor for the ferry with a one-inch steel cable
around its girth. The cable spans the river to hold the ferry
on its course. This immense tree is listed in the book of
Famous Trees of Texas by the Texas Forest Service. The
tree provides a shady spot for travelers waiting for the
ferry.
Spanish explorers and colonists used this crossing as early as the 1740s. The trail from Mexico to El Sal del Rey
crossed the river at this ford and was used by the Indians
as well as the Spaniards.
In 1846, General Zachary Taylor moved his army up
the river from Fort Brown. He crossed the river at this ford
and invaded Mexico.
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On December 28, 1862, armed Mexican troops crossed
at Los Ebanos and attacked a Confederate wagon train,
killing three teamsters and capturing the entire wagon
train. In the 1870s Texas Rangers entered Mexico at this
point in pursuit of bandits and cattle rustlers.
A privately owned, handpowered, three car ferry is
operated over the Rio Grande to Mexico at this point. At
one time the ford was known as "Smuggler's Crossing". In
1914, the Texas Militia Company from Waco was stationed there to guard the pump and the ford. They were involved in a rather curious battle with seven wild jackasses
that the soldiers mistakenly assumed were some of Pancho
Villa's men.
During prohibition days, in the 1920s and 1930s, Los
Ebanos was a popular crossing with about six boat loads of
liquor being imported every night into the United States.
It is the last international ferry operating on LJ. S.
borders.
LOS FRESNOS: Cameron County. Twelve miles north
of Brownsville, Rancho Los Fresnos was established as
early as 1770. Lon C. Hill, Sr. promoted the town in 1915
and named it Moseville for his son, Lon C. (Mose) Hill, Jr.
The name was later changed to Los Fresnos, the name of a
nearby resaca which had a large grove of ash trees
(fresnos) growing on the bank.
LOS INDIOS: Cameron County. It is in a bend of the
Rio Grande in the northwestern part of the county on the
old Military Road and was named for a ranch established
in the late 1770s. In the early 1900s, the village became a
shipping point on the San Benito & Rio Grande Valley
Railroad.
LOS SAENZ: Starr County. Founded prior to 1767, this
settlement is near the town of Roma and the community
was often called Roma-Los Saenz. The old houses were
built of rock and plastered over, with walls two and a half
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feet thick. The window openings are wider on the inside
than on the outside, giving the defenders greatly enlarged
range for gun fire during Indian raids. It was named for the
Saenz family.
LOZANO: Cameron County. It is located east of Harlingen on Highway 1561 and the Southern Pacific Railway
Line. It is a citrus and vegetable producing community
with one store and a post office.
LULL: Hidalgo County. When the S. P. Railroad reached Edinburg in the early 1900s, a huge ice plant was built
beside the railroad tracks about three miles north of the
town. This plant made commercial ice in large quantities
which was used to pack with the fresh vegetables being
shipped north by railroad cars. Some of the workers built
their homes near the ice plant, which started the community. The popular name was and still is "La Hielera"
which means the "Freezer".
The railroad tracks are gone, the huge water tower torn
down and the icemaking plant has fallen into disuse, but
the community has continued to grow.
LYFORD: Willacy County. This town was started by
Kleberg Town and Improvement Company about 1904,
and named after William Lyford, General Counsel of
Yoakum's Frisco-Rock Island Railroad. Taking over the
townsite in 1907 were A.D. Struthers, Charles H.Stephenson, and C. E. Craig among others. A bountiful water supply was discovered with the digging of the first deep well,
which proved to be artesian, and irrigation was planned. It
was unsuccessful. Lyford at one time was larger than
Raymondville. It had the distinction of receiving the first
commercial load of freight of sugar mill machinery destined for John Closner's business in Hidalgo County.
MACROD: Cameron County. An irrigation project in
the western part of the county, it was named for the colonization promoters of the early 1900s. It had a post office
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and was a major shipping point for early fruits and
vegetables.
MADERO: Hidalgo County. In the southern part of the
county on the Rio Grande, it is near the site of Capilla de
la Lomita, a chapel of the Oblate Fathers established in
1824. It became a shipping point on the San Benito-Rio
Grande Valley Railroad in 1911. President Madero of
Mexico was very prominent in the eyes of the public at
this time and it may have been named for him. The founding date was October, 1923.
MAMIE: Hidalgo County. As the St. Louis,
Brownsville and Mexico Railroad continued westward
from McAllen, a depot was erected at the townsite of
Mamie. It was named for John Closner's daughter.
However, the town never came into existence. John
Closner also planned a-town to be named "Closner", but
this site did not develop either. This was on Porcion 26
and several years later the town of Mission was developed
nearby.
McALLEN: Hidalgo County. The McAllen Townsite
Company was established on December 5, 1904, with a
capitalization of $40,000. The incorporators were John J.
Young, John McAllen, James B. McAllen, Uriah Lott and
Lon C. Hill. On February 2, 1906, John McAllen donated
400 acres of land for the formation of the town out of Porciones 63 and 64 . By this action, the future of the
McAllen townsite was assured. A straight road from
Hidalgo was constructed, as McAllen was the county's
nearest railpoint.
In a short time, Briggs and Smith of Lake Charles, Louisiana, began operations on another townsite in competition with the original site. They had to pay their own way
because such services as the train depot had already been
provided to the original townsite. The new town became
known as East McAllen while the original town was

referred to as West McAllen. These names were dropped
when the town was incorporated in 1911 as "McAllen"
with Frank G. Crow as mayor. In 1911, the "Nickel-Plated
Highway to Hell" was paved on 10th Street from Lindberg Avenue to Hidalgo and Reynosa.
For several years, beginning in 1913, the Valley was
overrun with bandits and desperados. To assist the Texas
Rangers, President Wilson sent Squadron A of the New
York Guard to McAllen in 1916 to protect the residents.
McAllen is considered one of the most important
gateways to Mexico on the United States border and is
one of the fastest growing towns on the border today.
McCOOK: Hidalgo County. The State Historical
Marker at McCook reads:
McCook Community
Named for a local storekeeper, this community was settled by descendants of the pioneers who in 1854 founded
Panna Maria, Texas, the oldest Polish colony in the
United States. Urban Kotzur, his son, Leon, and their
neighbor, Frank Prukop bought land in this area in 1925
and the Kotzur family was the first to move hen in 1926.
Soon other families arrived to clear the brush land and
begin cultivation. The farming village had a post office
during the 1930s. A school was started in 1929 and Immaculate Conception Catholic Church was built in 1950.
McCook is in the western part of the county on
Highway 490.
MERCEDES: Hidalgo County. In earlier days, the site
was a watering hole on the vast Capisallo Ranch for
itinerant bands of Mexican smugglers, rustlers and bandidos who pillaged and thrived on the livestock and property of Texans. In 1906, the town had a depot which was
the only substantial construction. The townsite was first
called Cappisallo for the ranch, then Lonsboro for Lon C.
Hill who brought investors to the area. Land was sold to
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Hill who brought investors to the area. Land was sold to
the Rio Grande Land and Irrigation Co, and suggestions
for names were sent to the St. Louis office. Mercedes was
selected as "Sweetheart of the Branch," and in brochures,
it was called the "Gem of the Lower Rio Grande Valley."
Advertisements of 1909 said, "No intoxicating liquors can
be sold on this land for 15 years." It is located in the
southeastern part of the county, seven miles from the
Mexican border.
In 1914, Troop C of the 12th Cavalry was stationed
there during the bandit raids.
A button factory was established there and buttons
were made from the mussel shells found in the canals.
People harvested these mussel shells and sold them to the
factory which made pearl-like buttons from them.
MERITO: Hidalgo County. In the south central area of
the county on a mail route from McAllen. It was established in the 1920s as an irrigation project.
MIDWAY: Starr County.
MISSION: Hidalgo County. John J. Conway had a
dream of starting his own townsite. Conway and his partner, James W. Hoit, purchased three porciones. One of the
porciones was No. 56, purchased from the Oblate fathers.
Conway and Hoit later bought 10,000 acres from John
Closner and James B. Wells in southwestern Hidalgo
County. While Conway was considering names for the
new townsite, Mrs. Charles Volz suggested it be called
"Mission" after the old Mission five miles south of the
town.
In 1824, the Oblate Fathers erected a small chapel with
permission of the landowner, Reve Guyard, a French merchant in Reynosa. Situated midway between Brownsville
and Roma, it became known as el tapadero or the "meeting
place" by the priests on their missionary journeys. In
1877, Reve Guyard willed all of Porciones 55 and 57, and

all the cattle, to the Oblate Fathers. La Lomita Chapel was
first built of adobe, later replaced by native stone.
The Fathers had many problems supervising ranch
operations. At one ,time the situation became so bad that
in order to raise funds they were forced to make an agreement with the Wells Fargo company. The padres rented
out their horses and let the Mission facilities be used as a
remount station for the stagecoach. Often a service in the
chapel would be rudely interrupted by the arrival of a
stagecoach.
In 1902, the people of the town fled to the Mission as a
refuge from a very heavy flood from the Rio Grande.
William Jennings Bryan, the silvertongued orator,
nominated three times for the Presidency of the United
States, bought land in the Mission area, built a house, and
spent a number of years there.
Mission is known as the "Home of the Grapefruit."
MONTE ALTO: Hidalgo County. Originally known as
Rollo, it was named for W. E. Harding's son, and was
developed by the Harding and Gill Co in 1926. Delta Lake
was the site of the development company clubhouse
where they entertained prospective buyers. Located north
of Elsa, the name "Monte Alto" means "high woods."
MONTE CHRISTO: Hidalgo County. In 1904, Virgil
Lott established the Monte Christo Hustler which is
reported to have been the first all-English newspaper in
Hidalgo County. This thriving community was located
north of Mission on FM 2993 at the intersection of FM
1925. First known as Jackson Development Co., it was
reorganized in 1910 as Melado Land Co. It was the terminus of the branch railroad from Mission.
Monte Christo reached its peak in 1913 but in 1914
raiding bandits struck and people started moving away. It
became a ghost town when the four deep artesian water
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wells failed. Nothing remains of the town except many
memories and mementoes of its busy life.
MONTE GRANDE: Cameron County. On highway
2925.
NOPAL: Willacy County. In the south-central part of
the county on highway 507.
OHIO: Cameron County. It was named by settlers
from Ohio who came to the area during the colonization
period of the early 1900s. The region produces cotton,
vegetables and citrus fruit.
OJO DE AGUA: Hidalgo County. In 1852, Sixto Dominguez registered the first cattle brand in the newly
formed Hidalgo County. His brand was the drawing of a
spur, and his ranch was listed as Ojo de Agua, located
southwest of Mission. Sixto Dominguez was one of the
first Hidalgo County commissioners and was descended
from some of the very early settlers of Reynosa.
On September 3, 1915, a group of armed men from
Mexico crossed into Texas and looted the village of Ojo
de Agua. Captain Frank McCoy with a detachment of
cavalry, Sheriff A. Y. Baker, deputies and Texas Rangers
followed them to the river where they recrossed into
Mexico. The next day, Sheriff Baker stood on the north
bank of the river to draw the fire of the bandits in order
that the cavalry and rangers would know where to fire. In
the following battle, one U. S. soldier was wounded,
eleven Mexicans were killed and forty Mexicans were
wounded.
Sixteen soldiers were stationed at Ojo de Agua Ranch
when a large party of outlaws attacked them on October
21, 1915. There was no intimation that anything might
happen, so the soldiers were sound asleep. Suddenly,
about one o'clock, a terrific volley of shots was fired upon
the little wooden shack where the soldiers were sleeping.
The wireless station was out of order, but the gunfire was

heard and reported to Captain Frank McCoy. Captain
Scott, in bivouac at Penitas, 2 miles west, also hastened to
the aid of the soldiers at Ojo de Agua. Three soldiers were
killed and eight wounded, two of whom later died.
Among the dead bandits was one Japanese who carried a
commission from Carranza. See Abram.
OLMITO: Cameron County. This started as a railroad
line stop in 1904 on the Espiritu Santo Grant, with the
long resaca on the west, and named for the elm trees
bordering the resaca.
On Oct. 18, 1915, bandits wrecked and set on fire a
train just three miles south of the town. The wreck was accomplished by attaching wires to one of the rails and pulling it off of the track as the train approached. Four persons
were killed and four others wounded. This was a part of
the era of bandit raids through out the Valley from 1913
through 1916.
OLMOS: Starr County. This is a station on the Rio
Grande City Railroad. "Olmos" means elm tree.
PALM GARDEN: Hidalgo Co. It is west of the
Mercedes pumps on the river.
PALMHURST: Hidalgo County. It is between Mission
and Alton and consists of a strip of land'along highway
1924 that was incorporated in the '60s by property
owners who did not want to be annexed by Mission.
PALM VALLEY: Cameron County. Northwest of Harlingen and South of Primera.
PALMVIEW: Hidalgo County. This area is southwest
of Mission on Greene Road on Highway 2062 south of
Old 83, and it was so named because of the great view of
all the palm trees on the Goodwin Tract before the 1986
freeze.
PALO BLANCO: Willacy County. Palo Blanco is the
name given to a hackberry tree. This is on land that was
formerly part of the King Ranch.
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PANCHITA: Hidalgo County. This is a small town 16
miles north of Mercedes. Mrs. Minnie Lee Milliken taught
school at the San Jose Ranch in 1916 when she was 17
years old. She rode horseback to the post office in Panchita that was located about where Edcouch is now.
PASO REAL: Cameron County. On the banks of the
Arroyo Colorado, about 15 miles from Harlingen, is the
site of the old stagecoach stop and important way station
on the thirty-hour journey from Brownsville to Alice. The
stagecoach horses were changed here and a ferry,
established between 1860 and 1880, was used to take the
coach and passengers across the Arroyo.
The village was known as Arroyo for twenty years and
was the mail distribution point for north Cameron County. Christian Balduf was appointed postmaster in 1887 and
served until 1907. The village had a school, a mission
church and several stores. There was also a large commissary and a cemetery behind the two-story headquarters
house of the Armendaiz ranch.
In 1846, General Zachary Taylor moved his army
across the Arroyo on his march from Corpus Christi to the
Brownsville area. During the Civil War years, this was the
principal road for the movement of cotton to Matamoros,
then to the Port of Bagdad on the Mexican side of the
river. The cotton was destined for Europe but could not
leave by an American port because of the Union
blockade.
All that remains are impressions of the old trails and the
cemetery.
PE5JITAS: Hidalgo County. Eight miles west of Mission, on FM 1427, about one mile south of U.S. 83, it was
originally settled by the Tejones Indians. Tradition has it
that a group of Spaniards who settled here in the 1520s
was a part of the ill-fated Panfilo de Narvaez expedition.
They established a settlement and a mission. The Spanish

again settled there in 1682 and gave it the name, Penitas,
which means "ijttle pebbles" because of its proximity to
gravel deposits. It is believed to be one of the oldest towns
in the United States and possibly the oldest town in Texas
although it has not been authenticated. A small mission
was built here as a part of San Joaquin del Monte across
the river at old Reynosa and it is believed to be the oldest
mission in Hidalgo County.
PEREZVILLE: Hidalgo County. It is on Highway 83,
south of Mission and north of the town of Abram.
PHARR: Hidalgo County. While visiting the sugar factory and plantation of J.N. Pharr & Sons, Ltd. in Louisiana,
a Mr. Blalock persuaded the three Pharr brothers to visit
the Rio Grande Valley. He believed the area would be
great for raising sugar cane. In 1905, a trip was arranged
and the brothers headed for Mercedes, a young town that
was growing rapidly, but they did not make an investment then.
In 1909, the Pharr brothers returned with friends and
began looking for large tracts of land. Charles Hammond
and John C. Kelly owned 16,000 acres in the central portion of the Valley. Mr. Hammond was anxious to sell his
share at $30 an acre because of failing health. The brothers
were busy planning canals, pumping plants and subdividing the land to start a townsite. At that time a lawsuit
was filed which clouded their title. They later managed to
resolve this problem.
The rapid development of McAllen made it seem impractical to develop a town so nearby, but they decided to
make the experiment.
Mr. Kelly sent the Pharr men a blueprint of the town
with the name PHARR in bold letters, so the fledgling
town was given a name that has endured.
It is located on Porcion 69 in the southern part of the
county. By 1911, a 40-room hotel was built as well as a
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number of business houses. The town was incorporated in

1916.
PORFIRIO: Willacy County. It is south of Willamar at
the intersection of Highway 1426 and Highway 498.
PORT ISABEL: Cameron County. The area was first
settled by ranchers as early as 1770. The town was
originally called El Fronton or El Fronton de Santa Isabel
and was located about three miles from the present Port
Isabel lighthouse. It was during the Mexican war that El
Fronton came to be called Point Isabel, for the historic
Spanish land grant of Santa Isabel and for its location on a
point across from Brazos Santiago in southeastern
Cameron County.
In 1820, the ranchers, led by Fray Nicolas Balli, took
their herds across Laguna Madre to Padre Island to
preserve them from raiding parties during the Mexican
War of Independence. In 1846, Zachary Taylor used the
point for a base for supplies and called it Fort Polk, honoring President Polk. Later, it became a port of entry for
westbound California gold-seekers.
From Brazos Santiago, Zachary Taylor received and accepted his nomination for the presidency of the United
States.

The brick lighthouse, built in
1853, was abandoned in 1906.
Now a state park, it stands as a
monument to the early men and
ships that came in to the port
seeking safety from storms or
buccaneers, as well as merchants
seeking trade and daring adventurers.
Point Isabel became a popular
summer resort for people of
Brownsville and the area, and
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many maintained comfortable summer homes on the
coast. The name was changed in the early 1930s as deep
water dredging made the port an important shipping
center.
PORT MANSFIELD: Willacy County. It was first a
fishing village on Red Fish Bay, twenty-seven miles east of
Raymondville. A developer of the area, Charlie Johnson,
started promoting Red Fish Bay by building very substantial wharves into the bay.
In 1948, a navigation district was created to take advantage of the Laguna Madre Bay. In 1950, the town was
named Port Mansfield to honor Texas Congressman
Joseph J. Mansfield who served as Chairman of the House
River and Harbors Committee and had pushed and worked for legislation creating the intracoastal canal from Corpus Christi to Brownsville. In 1954, a canal was dredged
across Padre Island, opening Red Fish Bay to Laguna
Madre. The channel was deepened in 1962 and a Coast
Guard facility was built as an aid to navigation.
Hurricane Allen passed over the town in 1980 with 100
mile an hour wind and a storm surge tide of ten feet. With
all the damage, it did not deter the growth of the town. It
has become one of the top ten fishing areas of the U.S.
with a well-known annual fishing tournament.
PRIMERA: Cameron County. Just northwest of Harlingen, Primera was laid out about 1908 and developed by
Dr. Pierre Wilson and Frank Kibbe. It was called the
Wilson Tract until the arrival of the railroad in 1927. It
was named Primera because it was the first stop out of
Harlingen heading west. During the border disturbances,
it was also a Ranger station.
PROGRESO: Hidalgo County. In the southeastern part
of the county, it is 42 miles west of Brownsville on the old
River Road. Mexicans and Spaniards inhabited this place
as early as 1836 under the name of Toluca, which also
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became the name of a nearby ranch.
Don Florencio Saenz, owner of the Toluca ranch, built
the Chapel of Saint Joseph in 1899 in thanksgiving for the
finding of a sweet water well there. The chapel was built
from plans drawn by the French Oblate priest, Father
Pedro Keralum. Don Florencio also built a handsome
ranch house in 1903 and both buildings have State
Historical Markers. In 1905, he built the ranch school and
in 1908 a general store. The village of Progreso developed
around the store.
On September 24, 1915, it was the scene of an engagement between troops of the U.S. 26th Infantry and 6th
Cavalry with Mexican bandits. Lt. King of the 26th Infantry arrived at the Saenz store near Progreso and found
Private Henry Stubblefield dead and Private Kenedy
wounded. Ten men had'been patrolling the crossing of the
river all night and had reached the store at daybreak when
the shots started. Lt. King with his nine men opened fire
on the party of about 75 Mexicans. Re-enforcements arrived and a two-hour battle followed in which Captain
Anderson was wounded. Some of the Mexicans were in
Carranza army uniforms and some in civilian clothing.
The town of Progreso was incorporated May 17, 1928.
PUERTO RICO: Hidalgo County. A community in the
northwestern part of the county, it was settled by farm
and ranch families. Francisco Barrera had a popular
general store and lumber yard that carried supplies for the
community. A Post office was maintained there until the
1940s.
The Sam Lane School was established on Sam Lane's
ranch, which was known as the Guadalupe del Torrero
Ranch, and was about two miles away. The school was
discontinued when the Edinburg School District started
sending buses to this area to take children to the schools in
Edinburg. Although the building was no longer in use, the

Precinct #13 voting site remained there until about 1979.
PUGSLEY: Cameron County. It was named for an
employee of the Missouri Pacific Railroad and is on a
siding near San Benito.
RAFAEL: Cameron County. In the northern part of the
county, it was established as a shipping point on the San
Benito and Rio Grande Valley Railroad in the early 1900s.
It was named for an early Mexican settler but with the
discontinuation of the railroad the village ceased to exist.
RAMONA: Hidalgo County. It is a citrus and vegetable
farming community which receives its mail and supplies
from Edcouch.
RANCHITO: Cameron County. It is eight miles south
of San Benito, and its post office was named for its location on an early Mexican ranch. This shipping point on
the Missouri-Pacific Railroad served a community that
produced livestock, cotton, vegetables and citrus along
the Rio Grande.
RANGERVILLE: Cameron County. In the southern
part of the county, on the Missouri-Pacific Railroad, it was
named for the Texas Ranger camps maintained near the
Old Military Road during the Border troubles of
1913-1918. It became a shipping point for citrus and farm
products in the 1920s.
RAYMONDVILLE:
Willacy County. Edward
Burleson Raymond came to south Texas to manage El
Sauz, a southern division of the King Ranch for Captain
King about 1875. He began to buy land for farming and
ranching, and in 1890 he bought 800 acres where
Raymondville is now located. He organized the Raymond
Town and Improvement Company and with the Kleberg
Town and Improvement Company, land began to sell in
lots to develop the townsite. In April, 1904, Sam Robertson's rails of steel on the Lott Road arrived and E. B. Raymond donated the site for a station.
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Uriah Lott and R. G. Kleberg wanted the town built
here and named it Raymondville for their good friend, E.
B. Raymond. The first train passed through the town on
July 4, 1904.
The town was incorporated about 1912, and S. Lamar
Gill became mayor in 1913. Later, it was reincorporated
on March 3, 1921, and Raymondville was officially named the county seat.
In the 1920s, the Bermuda onion made the town world
famous, and it became known as the "Onion Capital of
the World."
RAY PAUL: Hidalgo County.
RED GATE: Hidalgo County. La Puerta Colorada (Red
Gate) is a community on Highway 281 north of Edinburg.
Until the 1930s, in order to go from Highway 281 to
Raymondville, a traveler had to go through the "red gate"
(actually painted red) on ranch roads on the La Coma
Ranch in order to travel from one major area to another.
As on many ranches, if children lived near a ranch gate,
they ran to open the gate for the traveler, and always
received a nickel as a reward. An improved highway linking Linn and Raymondville eliminated the need for the
ranch road.
RELAMPAGO: Hidalgo County. On the Military
Highway, near Progreso, it was founded by Thaddeus
Rhodes and Jose Maria Mora in 1852, on a part of the
Llano Grande Grant in Hidalgo County. The word means
"lightning" or flash of lightning.
Thaddeus Rhodes came to Brownsville with General
Zachary Taylor's troops during the Mexican War and
afterwards remained there. He later established himself as
a druggist. In 1852, when Hidalgo County was formed, he
was appointed county clerk. After purchasing land in the
Llano Grande Grant, he raised cattle and also became an
active political leader. In 1859, Juan N. Cortina, the

greatly feared bandit, burned Relampago. Thaddeus
Rhodes died on July 1, 1904 and was buried in the Relampago cemetery.
RETAMA: Hidalgo County. A ranching community in
central Hidalgo County was named for the Retama Ranch,
which operated in the area prior to 1880. It is on a mail
route north of Edinburg and was incorporated on April 8,
1908.
RINCON: Hidalgo County. Rincon de en Medio was
the headquarters of the vast James B. Wells Ranch in Starr
and Hidalgo Counties, which consisted of 146,000 acres.
The Spanish word "Rincon" means corner or something
way in the back, a remote dwelling place, and the term
"en Medio" means, in the middle or halfway. The Rincon
was located about 35 miles northwest of the present city
of Mission, west of McCook. The once large ranch has
been divided many times into small farms and ranches.
RIO GRANDE CITY: Starr County. Located on Porcion 80, this ancient town, the county seat of Starr County, was founded by Don Francisco de la Garza Martinez
with the name Carnestolendas in 1767.
Henry Clay Davis came to Texas in 1842 and joined the
Summerville expedition of the Republic of Texas. In
Camargo, he married Hilaria Garza, the daughter of the
wealthiest rancher of the area in 1843. After living in a
tent for awhile, he built a nice brick house for his bride on
the American side of the river.
After 1846, the settlement became known as Davis
Landing. Henry Clay Davis had a dream of creating the
leading city on the Rio Grande and selected the name Rio
Grande City. It was incorporated in January, 1850.
The city began to flourish when Zachary Taylor (Old
Rough and Ready) placed a reserve of troops there. An army post was established at this frontier town in 1848. The
post was named Fort Ringgold, honoring the brave Major
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Ringgold who fell at the battle of Palo Alto in 1846 near
Brownsville. Colonel Robert E. Lee spent some time at
Fort Ringgold while on duty with the Frontier troops in
about 1850.
The fort housed soldiers of three governments: U. S.
troops under Zachary Taylor, Mexican revolutionary
troops under Cortina, and later, troops of the Confederacy. Troops and supplies were brought by steamboats up the winding Rio Grande River to the town and
the fort. If the steamboats were unable to arrive as
scheduled because of low water in the river, the people of
the town and the fort both suffered for want of supplies.
Later, the town was served by a stagecoach line from old
Peria, near the present site of Hebbronville, and later by
the St. Louis, Brownsville and Mexican Railroad.
An outstanding point of interest is the stone and
petrified wood replica of the famous shrine of "Our Lady
of Lourdes" in Lourdes, France. This grotto near the courthouse was completed in 1928. There are many interesting
and outstanding buildings designed and constructed by
Heinrich Portscheller that are well worth visiting. Portscheller also designed and built many of the interesting
houses and commercial buildings in Roma. Near Rio
Grande City there is a large, imposing cross on the top of
Santa Cruz Hill. In 1880, the river sent floodwaters that
wiped out many settlements. The Garza family climbed to
the crest of the hill and were saved. The family later
erected a shrine there, and now on May 1st, descendants
of the family and neighbors climb the hill and give thanks
for their survival.
RIO HONDO: Cameron County. Meaning "deep
river," it is located on the Arroyo Colorado, about 10
miles northeast of Harlingen, on FM 106. It was laid out
by Sam Robertson in 1909. It is in north central Cameron
County on the San Benito and Rio Grande Valley Railroad
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and was established in 1910. The first settler was J. R.
George who operated a general store and was the first
postmaster. It became a part of the intra-coastal waterway.
RIO RICO: Hidalgo County. The Treaty of Guadalupe
Hidalgo, ending the Mexican War in 1848, defined the
Grande as the boundary between Mexico and the United
States and recognized that the Rio Grande would frequently flood and change its course by a mile or more. It
would frequently leave hundreds of acres on the "wrong"
side of the river. The Treaty stated that if the course of the
river was artificially changed, then any land emerging on
the "wrong" side of the river, would remain territory of
the nation to which it had originally belonged.
El Horcon tract consisted of 413 acres on the
extreme southeast corner
of the county and became
known as Rio Rico, a
village of a few hundred
people in 1935. After the
Tract's 1906 artificial
severance from the rest of
Texas, two-thirds of the
Tract was in the U. S. territory and the other in
Mexico. The American Irrigation & Land Company,
responsible for this change, was fined $10,000.
The consequences of this did not become apparent until
1967 when a professor in Arizona became aware of the
problem and advised Robert L. Lyon, Tax Assessor of
Hidalgo County, that it existed. In 1971, legal claims by
residents of Rio* Rico to American Citizenship prompted
the U. S. Congress to grant the 413 acres to Mexico.
However, those "Rio Ricans" proving birth within the 413
acres prior to the 1971 grant were declared U. S. citizens.
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This was decreed after an eight year lawsuit with the
Department of Justice pursued by L. B. McDonald on
behalf of the "Lost Americans".
ROBBERSON: Starr County. It is on FM 755, north of
Rio Grande City and south of Santa Elena.
ROMA: Starr County. In the extreme southern portion
of Starr County, the area was settled by a part of Jose de
Escandon's colony. There are two legends to account for
the naming of the town. One says that the name, Roma,
was given to a mission built in 1751 by the Oblates of
Mary Immaculate Missionaries and named for the Eternal
City of Italy as it has seven hills just as Rome has. The
other account for the name is that Lt. W. H. Chatfield
wrote that the town was named for Major Roman, a
volunteer in the Mexican War.
A Spanish Captain, Miguel Saenz, received the land in a
grant in 1767 on porciones 71 and 72. The town was
founded in 1848 and earlier it was known as Garcia
Ranch.
The first settlers erected a fort on a high hill overlooking the village which they used to watch the movements
of the Comanche Indians who raided frequently. At the
alarm, everyone in the villages of Los Saenz and Roma
would flee to the hill for protection. General Zachary
Taylor sent Colonel Ben McCulloch and his Texas
Rangers to Roma to put down the Indian raids.
In 1840, a lively building boom occurred. Gambling
dens and saloons appeared and it soon became a headquarters of smugglers and crooks. The law-abiding people
of the town in 1848, petitioned the Oblate Fathers to send
missionaries to clean up the community.
Roma was an important shipping point on the Rio
Grande until the coming of the railroads and highways.
Steamboats carried cotton downstream until after 1886.
Roma prospered during the gold rush from people travel-

ing on the southern route to California and the famous
goldfields. During the Civil War, Roma prospered in trade
with Mexico.
Heinrich Portscheller, German-born architect and
builder, established a brick yard in Roma. He designed
and constructed numerous fine homes and commercial
buildings in Roma and in Rio Grande City. The Roma
cemetery contains tombs and vaults designed and constructed by Portscheller. These were shown in a popular
movie a few years ago, Viva Zapata, starring Marlon
Brando along with most of the citizens of Roma.
Numerous houses have pieces of petrified wood from a
nearby forest outlining and adorning their gardens.
ROSITA: Cameron County. It is in central Cameron
County and is an irrigated farm community three miles
from Los Fresnos.
ROSITA: Starr County. About seven miles west of Rio
Grande City, most of the people in this community are
engaged in farming or in the nearby gravel mining operations.
RUDDYVILLE: Hidalgo County. A settlement in the
southeast part of Hidalgo County, it was founded about
1852, by Edward Dougherty, a New Yorker of Irish descent. Mercedes is now at that site. In addition to his interest in agriculture, Dougherty took a lively interest in
the formation of the government of the new county. He
was a lawyer of ability and acquired a large practice along
the frontier counties. He became District Judge and died in
1877.
RUN: Hidalgo County. On the old Military Road in
southern Hidalgo County, Run was settled by members of
Jose de Escandon's colony as early as 1750. Ed Ruthven
built a gristmill and cotton gin in the village in 1901, and
became the first postmaster. The village was a stop on the
old "Spider Web," the San Benito and Rio Grande Valley
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Railroad.
RUSSELLTOWN: Cameron County. Martha and
Frank Russell moved to the Rio Grande Valley in 1937
and bought land from approximately 20 landowners who
had possibly bought the land from C. P. Barreda. Barreda's
plans for a town had failed so Frank Russell was able to acquire much of that land until he had assembled over 5,000
acres which was put under irrigation. They built their
own water pumping plant, which later became a water
district. It was a shipping point on the Missouri Pacific
Railroad and was renamed Russelltown. The Russell plantation is still very active with varied projects. (See
Barreda).
SALINENO: Starr County. A small community on the
Rio Grande in southwestern Starr County, it had two
stores and a population of 100 in 1940.
SAMFORDYCE: Hidalgo County. It was once a thriving town with tremendous gravel beds in the area. Here
the St. Louis, Brownsville and Mexico Railroad reached
the end of the line in 1904. That point, three miles from
the south line of Starr County, was named for one of the
railroad's chief backers and officers. A depot was supplied
by the railroad and a post office was moved from the
town of Havana. The Post Office Department refused to
designate the place Sam Fordyce, but joined the two
words, making it Samfordyce.
In late 1910, because of the revolution in Mexico,
soldiers were sent to the Valley to guard the border. Since
Samfordyce was the nearest railroad connection to Fort
Ringgold and Starr County, it again became a boom town.
The government built a permanent fort and hospital. This
was never occupied and the army moved the troops away
in about 1920. Samfordyce was the military supply depot
for most of the army from Brownsville to Laredo. After
the troops were moved, the little town began another

decline.
In the 1970s, the ghost town came alive again! It was
reconstructed to be used in the filming of the movie based
on the novel She Came To The Valley, by Cleo Dawson.
Only deserted buildings and a dry swimming pool are left
in this town west of Mission on Highway 83. It is located
on the old Porcion No. 44.
SAN BENITO: Cameron County. The original
townsite was known as "Bessie" after a daughter of
railroad pioneer, B. F. Yoakum. It had also been known as
Sam Robertson's Town and The Resaca City. The Resaca
de los Fresnos winds through the town with a beautiful
lake. "Fresnos" is the Spanish word for ash trees which
once grew along the banks of the resaca. "Resaca" is a
Spanish word invented by the early colonists to describe
this "lake which looks like a river."
San Benito was renamed in honor of Benjamin Hicks,
called Don Benito, one of the original owners of the land
who did engineering for the railroad. The railroad reached
the town in 1904, which was incorporated in 1911. Colonel Sam Robertson and Abba Heywood built the town
on a part of the Spanish land grant of Concepcion de Carricitos in Cameron County, 1907. The first baby to be
born in this new town was Benito Montalbo and he was
welcomed with the gift of a town lot by the San Benito
Water Company, according to J. L. Allhands.
SAN CARLOS: Hidalgo County. In the central part of
the county, approximately six miles to the east of Edinburg, its post office became a station on the Texas and
New Orleans Railroad in 1927.
SAN FRANCISCO: Willacy County. It was established
about 1910, a settlement on one of the divisions of the
King Ranch.
SAN ISIDRO: Starr County. In all probability it was
named for the patron saint of agriculture, Saint Isidor. It is
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located in the northwestern area of the county in the
northwest portion of the Santa Cruz Grant, the grant being marked with stone by the same names for el Lindero
de San Isidro which was the property marking stone of the
Santa Cruz Grant. It was marked with four stones; San
Jose, San Geronimo, San Patricio and Santa Cruz. It is a
growing community with churches, a school, post office
and several businesses. Some of the old cattle watering
facilities and old stone masonry structures still remain in
quite good condition.
SAN JUAN: Hidalgo County. John Closner, prominent
farmer and lawman, and William Sprague, stock man of
Delfina, decided to name the southern terminus of the
railroad San Juan after Closner. Associated with them
were the purchasers of the San Juan plantation. T. F.
Lovett, involved with the railroad line, erected the first
house in this town and R. L. Savage opened the first
grocery store, while Henry P. Griffin opened a general
mercantile business.
The State Historical Marker erected at the library reads:
"The town of San Juan was established in 1910 with the sale
of 406 acres of land to the San Juan Townsite Co. by area entrepreneur, John Closner for whom the town was named.
San Juan quickly developed a business district along Fifth
Street. At this site in 1911, the city's first two-story building
was erected. It housed the San Juan State Bank until 1918 and
served a variety of businesses, including the District Irrigation
Office, until the partial demolition more than 60 years later.
The only remaining structure houses the city library."
SAN MANUEL: Hidalgo County. A community 18
miles north of Edinburg, on Highway 281, it was founded
by Manuel Chapa who was born in San Miguel de
Camargo. He came to south Texas as a settler and purchased 4,428 acres of land from Felix Cardenas in 1876. This
area was a part of the large Spanish land grant of San
Salvador del Tule. He began raising cattle, sheep and

goats, mining salt at El Sal del Rey and began clearing
small tracts of land for farming. He called his property
Rancho Santa Fe del Rucio.
His son, Felix, named his inherited ranchito San
Manuel, honoring his father. He continued the work his
father had started and also continued working at El Sal del
Rey.
Felix Chapa's son, Miguel Chapa, built the first country
store in San Manuel in 1910. He purchased cowhides,
pelts and salt and carried them by wagon train to Falfurrias
and Kingsville to trade for supplies needed by local ranchers. Miguel obtained the first post office for the area,
and he and Arcadio Guerra built the first cotton gin for
San Manuel.
In 1922, Miguel Chapa donated land to the Oblate
Fathers for the first Catholic Church, St. Anne's in San
Manuel. The descendants of these pioneers continue to
own and operate the store, garage, and filling station.
These and St. Anne's Church are an important part in the
life of this community.
SAN PEDRO: Cameron County. Between Brownsville
and La Blanca.
SAN PERLITA: Willacy County. After pioneering in
several areas in Texas and Oklahoma, Don and Hester
Campbell decided to try one more frontier in South
Texas. They bought brushland, cleared some of it, planned and laid out a township in 1924. Don Campbell planned a park in a round shape, and his associate, Charlie
Johnson, planted numerous palm trees there. In 1925, Don
Campbell built the first brick building with bricks made
by a special process called Lithacola Concreta.
In 1927, the Seminole Development Co. of Raymondville, Wm. G. Hecht, Charles R. Johnson, and Don Campbell announced the intention of establishing a new
townsite nine miles northeast of Raymondville on 320
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acres to be called "Valencia," a name from Spain and the
name of a popular orange grown in the Valley.
Don Campbell and Charles Johnson were instrumental
in opening up the Willamar country and securing the
railroad extension to that area. The town, thirteen miles
from Raymondville, was named for Mrs. Pearl Johnson,
wife of one of the developers of the town and the surrounding area.
SAN ROMAN: Cameron County. South of Bayview in
Cameron County, it was named for the owner of the
ranch, Jose San Roman, a prominent businessman and rancher in Brownsville from 1846 to 1879.
SANTA CATARINA: Starr County.
SANTA CLARA: Hidalgo County. This was in the
southern part of the county and became a shipping point
on the San Benito and 1 Rio Grande Valley Railroad in
1911, but the projected townsite did not develop.
SANTA CRUZ: Starr County. A station on the Rio
Grande Railroad, it serves an irrigated farm project called
Dreamland.
SANTA ELENA: Starr County. On Highway 755, northern edge of Starr County, it is north of Rio Grande City.
SANTA MARGARITA: Willacy County. This was
established as a commissary to provide food and supplies
for crews when the Gulf Coast Irrigation Co. cleared a
large tract northeast of Raymondville. The town also had
a school. W. H. Meade opened the store in 1915, and later
served as county Judge until he was killed by bandits in his
store. Judge Meade looked and dressed like Bill Cody,
"Buffalo Bill." By 1947, only the name remained.
SANTA MARGARITA: Starr County.
SANTA MARIA: Cameron County. A subpost of Fort
Brown and Fort Ringgold, it was located on a part of
Spain's 1777 La Feria Grant in the 1850s. In the 1860s, it
was the proposed site for "Homeville," the locality's first
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small-acreage promotion. L. J. Hynes, first postmaster, had
a stage depot, general store, telegraph office and a shipping whart on the river.
The Chapel of Our Lady of Visitation was built in the
early 1880s by the Oblate Fathers with adobe bricks made
at the ranch. It is still in use and is one of the Valley's most
beautiful small churches.
Across the road is the graceful old brick building of El
Rancho Blanco, built in 1870 on a site that was once a
Mexican Fort and later occupied by U. S. troops after the
Mexican War. It was also a stagecoach stop as well as a
steamboat station for cargoes of cotton and corn. The land
was granted by the King of Spain to Jose Maria Balli in
1778 and the first houses were built there in 1780. Some
of Jose de Escandon's colonists had settled in the area in
the 1750s.
It is west of Brownsville in Cameron County on the old
Military Highway.
SANTA MONICA: Willacy County. Seven miles
southeast of Willamar on FM 106 at the end of the
Missouri-Pacific Railroad spur, it was named for Santa
Monica, California, by Clarence Ayres, president of the
American Life Insurance Company, which in 1925 furnished capital for clearing and developing this area. Some
of the ranches in the surrounding area date back to the early nineteenth century.
SANTANDER: Cameron County. It was a station on
the San Benito & Rio Grande Valley Railroad.
SANTA RITA: Cameron County. This was possibly the
earliest town named by English-speaking people and was
the county's first seat of government. It was located on the
Rio Grande, five miles from Brownsville. In 1834, the
Mexican government granted to John Striker the Banco de
Santa Rita.
In February 1848, a legislative act created Cameron
County and in December 1848, Brownsville was voted
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the county seat. Santa Rita no longer exists and the land
where it was located was bought by James Grogan and
Simon Mussina where they established a new town, La
Villanueva de Santa Rosa. This town did not prosper but
the name, Villanueva, still exists.
SANTA ROSA: Cameron County. It is north of La
Feria on Highway 506, and was named for the old Santa
Rosa Ranch established by Mexican owners on lands
granted them by the Spanish government. The first settlement was made in 1900 and it established a post office in
1920.
SCISSORS: Hidalgo County. A colonia south of Donna is known by its Spanish name of "Tijeras" at Highway
493, south of Highway 83.
SCOTT: Hidalgo County.
SEBASTIAN: Willacy County. Honoring John Sebastian, third Vice-President of Rock Island Railroad, Sebastian is 36 miles north of Brownsville. The first house was
built in 1906. The town was first named Stillman Town
Tract for Charles Stillman, owner of a ranch there and
who was prominent in the history of Brownsville. It was
launched in 1904, but the name was changed to Sebastian
in 1906. It was on the main line of the St. Louis,
Brownsville & Mexico Railroad.
SHARYLAND: Hidalgo County. On the Missouri
Pacific railroad in southern Hidalgo county, it was named
for John H. Shary, who originated large scale citrus growing. In the next few years he bought and subdivided more
than 50,000 acres of land and established the Texas Citrus
Fruit Growers Exchange.
John H. Shary married Mary O'Brian and they lived at
Sharyland, near Mission. They lived in a beautiful house
that was built as a clubhouse for the land parties that were
brought to the Valley by train. These land parties were
given wonderful tours and sales talks in the hope that they

would invest in land in the valley. On FM 494, the mansion was called the "Little White House," when President
Eisenhower was a guest for three days when he visited the
Valley to dedicate Falcon Dam, 75 miles up the river.
The Shary's daughter, Marialice, married Allan Shivers,
later Governor of Texas from 1949 to 1957. John H. Shary
died on November 6, 1945, and was buried in a small
chapel at Sharyland where his wife is also buried. The
beautiful home is still maintained as offices and family
residence.
SOLINO: Hidalgo County. This was 14 miles north
and about one mile west of Edinburg with only a tiny
depot on the railroad where the mail was received. About
1924, Jack Lane had a general store at Red Gate (Puerta
Colorado) on La Coma ranch called "California." The post
office was opened November 2, 1932 with Estella P. Lane
appointed as postmistress on December 14, 1932.
Felipe Fuente walked at night to the depot at Solino to
pick up the mail which was simply thrown from the train
in a bag. He would then bring it to Estella Lane at Red
Gate to distribute it. Whether or not there was outgoing
mail, he hung the mail bag on a hook at the depot for the
train men to grab as they roared by. The depot was moved or torn down about 1950.
SOUTH PADRE ISLAND: Cameron County. In 1553,
a large fleet left Veracruz for Spain with about one thousand passengers, but only about 300 survived after most
of the ships were wrecked on the sands of La Isla Blanca.
Early in 1554, divers and equipment were sent to locate
the wrecked vessels and salvage the largest shipments of
gold and silver ever sent to Spain. It was not difficult to
recover the treasures and they also found the one lay survivor of the expedition, the half-starved Francisco Vasquez.
On the Long White Islands, the Camones, a fierce
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Indian tribe, roamed to fish and pillage such wreckage as
washed ashore. The island was once called Isla del
Maluguitos for a tribe of Indians that once lived there, and
are believed to have been a part of the Coahuiltecan famiNear the turn of the nineteenth century, the "White
Island" was inhabited at times by a fierce tribe of Indians
known as the Karankawas, who roamed the interior of the
state in the winter.
About 1800, the Isla de Corpus Christi was granted to
Padre Nicolas Balli and his nephew, Juan Jose Balli II by
King Charles IV of Spain. Padre Balli established a cattle
ranch, named it Rancho Santa Cruz, which was successfully managed by his nephew. It soon became known as
Padre Island.
In 1846, Captain Ben .McCulloch raised a company of
Texas Rangers and proceeded down Padre Island to Brazos
de Santiago. He described the island as "125 miles long, a
mile in width, no vegetation except some sour wiry grass,
not a single tree, sand hillocks and sand wastes. It is one of
the most gloomy and desolate looking places."
Buccaneers, pirates and privateers used Padre Island as a
suitable base for their operations, and many are the tales
of wealth buried beneath the shifting sands.
For many years, the only access to the island was by
boats, but in 1954 a causeway was completed from Point
Isabel to Padre Island. This causeway, and one built at a
later date, started the island on its progress in becoming
one of the foremost resort areas of the country.
The town of South Padre Island was incorporated on
April 10, 1973.
SOUTHMOST: Cameron County. Named for its location at the extreme southern tip of the county, in a bend
of the Rio Grande, the population is engaged in farming
and growing citrus fruit. The area was contested during

the Mexican War and again during the Civil War. A spur
and shipping point on the Missouri Pacific Railroad served
the community at Southmost.
STOCKHOLM: Hidalgo County. This was a Swedish
community, founded in 1909, on the Turner Tract, .m.l
was well established by the early 1920s, having a school,
store, church and cemetery. It is east of Delta Lake on FM
491 on a part of the San Juan de Carricitos Spanish land
grant. Richard King bought this section and in turn sold it
to Josiah Turner of Brownsville. It was Share 24 of the
grant and the area was named for him.
This tract was intended for raising cattle and was called
Sabinas or Sabinito. The land changed hands several times
until a development company bought it and began selling
blocks of land to settlers. The first Swedish settlers to this
area began coming in 1912 from many different states
after emigrating from Sweden. They were looking for
health, good climate and independence. After many trials
and errors, the Swedish Mission Church was established
which was very important to these settlers. All services
and meetings were held in Swedish until 1926 when the
church was disbanded.
STUART PLACE: Cameron County. On Business 83,
west of Harlingen, the area was developed by Colonel
Robert Terry Stuart who owned 11,122 acres. He built a
beautiful home there and the area was named for him.
SULLIVAN CITY: Hidalgo County. West of Samfordyce, it was named for Captain Ed Sullivan, a World War
veteran, who owned a ranch there in 1925. He established
a store and filling station. The town was formally opened
in early 1908. In 1911, the town was incorporated with
Sam Hargrove as Mayor. William Jennings Bryan purchased land in the area in 1910.
SUN OIL CAMP: Starr County. Located in northern
Starr county, it was one of the largest company-developed
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ly.

employee housing units in South Texas. Over two hundred families lived there and raised their families. They
were furnished with all of the amenities of "city folks,"
golf course, swimming pool, park, club house, and
movies.
SWALLOW: Hidalgo County. See Alamo.
TABASCO: Hidalgo County. This is a small village
near the river. The Tabasco Independent School District is
quite active.
TAMPAQUAS: Cameron County. Near Lake Tampaquas, north of Mercedes, the name of this community was
probably derived from a tribe of Indians named Tampacuaze, of either a Tamaulipecan or Coahuiltecan tribe.
They lived on the coast between the Rio Grande and the
Nueces Rivers about 1780. In 1798, the Conde de Sierra
Gorda reported Tampacuas Indians living at a place
known as Carricitos on the Spanish land grant of Concepcion de Carricitos. Their language is unknown but it probably derived from the Comecrudos and Cotonames.
TEJON: Cameron County. It was a station on the Texas
and New Orleans Railroad about four miles north of
Brownsville.
In Spanish, a tejon is a badger, but in Mexico it is the
name for the raccoon. The Tejones Indians, named by the
Spaniards in 1750, lived along both sides of the Rio
Grande, as noted by Escandon, and reportedly spoke the
same language as the Comecrudos. Tejones were often included with other groups and referred to as Carrizos. In
1772, the Conde de Sierra Gorda named the Tejones as
one of the major Indian groups represented at the mission.
They grew corn and other vegetables on the Rio Grande
flood-plain where their crops were subject to destruction
by floods. They seem to have come from the Reynosa
area.
TIERRA BLANCA: Hidalgo County. Located west of

Mission, this community was so named because <>! I Inwhitish soil. Tierra Blanca means white dirt or land
TOWNE: Cameron County. An abandoned H.IK -.Id)'
on the San Benito and Rio Grande Valley Railroad.
VALENCIA: Cameron County.
VALLEY VIEW: Hidalgo County. South of Pharr.
VAL VERDE: Hidalgo County. Between Alamo and
Donna on Highway 83 and Highway 1423, it is a farming
and citrus community. Nearby, there was a mythical town
called "The Frontier Village." Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Cole
built an authentic 1900-town which boasted a barber shop
from McAllen, a bank, a post office, a bar and a general
store which truly reflected the life of the time but has
since been removed.
VIBORAS: Starr County. It is in northwest area of the
county on Highway 649, north of Roma. Viboras means
"snakes" so perhaps it was named for an abundance of
these vipers.
VILLANUEVA: See Santa Rita, Cameron County.
VILLARREALES: Starr County. It is a farming community in the southern part of the county, west of Rio
Grande City on U. S. Highway 83.
WESLACO: Hidalgo County. The city of Weslaco was
officially born on Monday, December 10, 1919, when a
pistol shot pierced the air. The new settlement was
nothing more than surveyor's marks on that day with
about four houses within a mile. A land promoter, W. E.
Stewart from Tyler, was conducting land excursion parties
to the new frontier in the area and sold the townsite for
$250,000 to four men. Members of the W. E. Stewart
Land Company wanted to give some form of the Stewart
name to the new town so they used the combination of
letters to form Weslaco and thus began the thriving city
on the Spanish land grant of Llano Grande in Hidalgo
County. During the bandit era, there was a military post
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called Camp Llano Grande in what is now northeast
Weslaco.
Incorporated in 1921, Weslaco took as its first motto
"The Friendly City." Within two years, a fire devoured
most of the business district but new buildings sprouted
up and soon the town began to recover from the great
disaster. It has grown to become one of the leaders of the
Valley.
WILLAMAR: Willacy County/It was located in 1921
by Will A. Harding and S. Lamar Gill, the promoters of
this small town, on land belonging to lineal descendants of
the original grantee, Jose Narciso Cavazos.
ZARAGOSA: See Delmita, in Starr Co.
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